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1.  
)אמר( רבי שמואל בר נחמני אלו בני אדם שקימוחותמו של הקדוש ברוך הוא אמת וריש לקיש אמר תיו סוף חותמו של הקדוש ברוך הוא דאמר רבי חנינא   

התורה כלה מאלף ועד תיואת    
 

  And Reish Lakish said: The letter tav is the last letter of the seal of the Holy One, Blessed be He, as Rabbi Ḥanina said: 

The seal of the Holy One, Blessed be He, is truth [emet], which ends with the letter tav. Rabbi Shmuel bar Naḥmani said: 

The letter tav teaches that these are people who observed the entire Torah from alef through tav.  

Sefaria, Babylonian Talmud, Shabbat 55a 
 
2. “Adonai our God is truth.” Twice each day, at the end of the recitation of the Sh’ma, traditional Jews repeat this powerful 

pronouncement about the nature of truth. To say that “God is truth” is to say that truth is essential to the structure of reality, central 

to God’s essence and to our own.  
Rabbi Amy Eilberg, “When God Lies,” The Forward, 10-2-17 
 
3.  

לֹום ת ְוַעל ַהשָּ ֱאמֶּ ין ְוַעל הָּ ם עֹוֵמד, ַעל ַהדִׁ עֹולָּ ים הָּ רִׁ ה ְדבָּ יֵאל אֹוֵמר, ַעל ְשלשָּ ן ַגְמלִׁ ְמעֹון בֶּ ן שִׁ   ,ַרבָּ
 

Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says, "On three things the world stands: on judgment, on truth and on peace…”  

Pirkei Avot 1:18 
 
4. "Father, I cannot tell a lie. I cut the tree down."  

George Washington 
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5. “I am different from Washington; I have a higher, grander standard principle.  Washington could not lie.  I can lie, but I won’t.”    

Mark Twain, , The Chicago Tribune, December 20, 1871 
 

6. “Truth isn’t truth” 

Rudy Guiliani, Meet the Press, August 19, 2018 
 

7. There are many different strands of postmodernism and many different interpretations, but very broadly speaking, postmodernist 

arguments deny an objective reality existing independently from human perception, contending that knowledge is filtered through 

the prisms of class, race, gender, and other variables….The Enlightenment, for instance, is dismissed by many postmodernists on the 

left as a hegemonic or Eurocentric reading of history, aimed at promoting colonialist or capitalistic notions of reason and progress. 

Michiko Kakutani, The Death of Truth, 2018 
 
8. “The potential to alter dramatically the way established truth is transmitted from generation to generation….no fact, no event, 

and no aspect of history has any fixed meaning or content. Any truth can be retold. Any fact can be recast. There is no ultimate 

historical reality.” 

Deborah E. Lipstadt, Denying the Holocaust, 1994 
 

9. “The ideal subject of totalitarian rule is not the convinced Nazi or the convinced Communist, but people for whom the distinction 

between fact and fiction and the distinction between true and false no longer exist.” 

Hannah Arendt, The Origins of Totalitarianism, 1951 
 

10. “To be truthful (honest) in all declarations is . . . a sacred command of reason prescribing unconditionally, one not to be 

restricted by any conveniences.”  

"On A Supposed Right to Lie From Altruistic Motives." Immanuel Kant 
 
11. If the captain of a ship transporting fugitives from Nazi Germany is stopped and asked by a patrolling vessel whether there are 

any Jews on board, Immanuel Kant says the captain must tell the truth, even though that will mean certain death to innocent victims.   

For this great German philosopher, even murderers must not be lied to.  Thank God Oscar Schindler and others rejected Kant’s 

moral absolutism.   

Sissela Bok, Lying: Moral Choice in Public and Private Life, 1979  
 

https://www.sefaria.org/Shabbat.55a?lang=he-en
https://www.sefaria.org/Shabbat.55a?lang=he-en
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 12.  
 א"ר אילעא משום רבי אלעזר בר' שמעון מותר לו לאדם לשנות בדבר השלום שנאמר )בראשית נ, טז( אביך צוה וגו

 כה תאמרו ליוסף אנא שא נא וגו
'  

And Rabbi Ile’a further said in the name of Rabbi Elazar, son of Rabbi Shimon: It is permitted for a person to depart 

from the truth in a matter that will bring peace, as it is stated: “Your father commanded before he died, saying: So you 

shall say to Joseph: Please pardon your brothers’ crime, etc.” )Genesis 50:16–17). Jacob never issued this command, but his 

sons falsely attributed this statement to him in order to preserve peace between them and Joseph.  
 

 ר' נתן אומר מצוה שנאמר )שמואל א טז, ב( ויאמר שמואל איך אלך ושמע שאול והרגני וגו
'  

Rabbi Natan says: It is a mitzva to depart from the truth in order to preserve peace, as it is stated: “And Samuel said: How 

can I go, and Saul will hear and kill me” (I Samuel 16:2). God responded in the next verse that Samuel should say he went to 

sacrifice an offering, indicating that God commands one to lie in order to preserve peace.  

Sefaria, Babylonian Talmud, Yevamot 65b 
 

 13.  
סודה אמרו להן ב"ש לב"ה הרי שהיתה חיגרת או סומא אומרי' לה כלה נאה וחסודה והתורה אמרה )שמות כג, ז(לה כמות שהיא ובית הלל אומרים כלה נאה וח  

חכמים מדבר שקר תרחק אמרו להם ב"ה לב"ש לדבריכם מי שלקח מקח רע מן השוק ישבחנו בעיניו או יגננו בעיניו הוי אומר ישבחנו בעיניו מכאן אמרו  

ת עם הבריותלעולם תהא דעתו של אדם מעורב  
  

One recites praise of the bride as she is, emphasizing her good qualities. And Beit Hillel say: One recites: A fair and attractive 

bride. Beit Shammai said to Beit Hillel: In a case where the bride was lame or blind, does one say with regard to her: A fair 

and attractive bride? But the Torah states: “Keep you from a false matter” (Exodus 23:7). Beit Hillel said to Beit 

Shammai: According to your statement, with regard to one who acquired an inferior acquisition from the market, should 

another praise it and enhance its value in his eyes or condemn it and diminish its value in his eyes? You must say that he 

should praise it and enhance its value in his eyes and refrain from causing him anguish. From here the Sages said: A person’s 

disposition should always be empathetic with mankind, and treat everyone courteously. In this case too, once the groom has 

married his bride, one praises her as being fair and attractive.  

Sefaria, Babylonian Talmud, Ketubot 17a  
 
14. The courtroom oath—to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth—is applicable only to witnesses... because 

the American justice system is built on a foundation of not telling the whole entire truth.  

Alan Dershowitz, The Best Defense, 1983  
 

15. “Living a lie is a gross affront to God.”   

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Address to the Synagogue Council of America, December 5, 1966 
 

16.     Telling the Truth 

A. At the ritual baths, Reb Elimelech met a Jew who had come from Hungary to spend Shabbat at his court.  "You took the 

trouble to come from so far away for this idle faker, this liar, this make believe Rebbe?" asked the Tzaddik, whom the 

visitor had not recognized.  

'How dare you?' the Hungarian Jew replied angrily.  

How dare you slander a saint and sage of Israel?'  

In the evening they met again, but this time in the Master's house, in the presence of his disciples.  The visitor, petrified at 

first, began to sob, asking to be forgiven:  "I didn't know, holy master...'  

"Dry your tears," the Rebbe reassured him.  'You told me your truth and I told you mine."  
 

B. The great Hasidic master Reb Elimelech imagined his appearance before the heavenly tribunal, the Yeshiva shel ma’alah.  

He wondered whether he would have the courage to answer the prosecution truthfully: 

"They will ask me if I was just; I shall say no.  Then they will ask me if I was charitable;  I shall say no.  Did I devote my 

life to study? No.  To prayer perhaps? No again.  And then the Supreme Judge will smile and say:  'Elimelekh, Elimelkh, 

you speak the truth--and for this alone you may enter heaven.'" 

אלימלך ליזענסקרבי  1717-1786   Rabbi Elimelech of Lizensk 
 

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.50.16
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.50.16-17
https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.16.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.23.7

