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Genesis 26:34-35 בראשית כ״ו:ל״ד-ל״ה
ח ִאָּׁש֙ה  ה ַוִּיַּק֤ ים ָׁשָנ֔ י ֵעָׂש֙ו ֶּבן־ַאְרָּבִע֣ (לד) ַוְיִה֤

ת  ְׂשַמ֔ י ְוֶאת־ָּב֣ ִחִּת֑ י ַהֽ ית ַּבת־ְּבֵאִר֖ ֶאת־ְיהּוִד֔
ַרת ֑רּוַח  י׃ (לה) ַוִּתְהֶי֖יןָ ֹמ֣ ִחִּתֽ ַּבת־ֵאי֖�ן ַהֽ

ה׃ (ס) ק ּוְלִרְבָקֽ ְלִיְצָח֖

(34) When Esau was forty years old, he 
took to wife Judith daughter of Beeri the 
Hittite, and Basemath daughter of Elon the 
Hittite; (35) and they were a source of 
bitterness to Isaac and Rebekah.

Genesis 27:46-28:9 בראשית כ״ז:מ״ו-כ״ח:ט׳
י  ְצִּתי ְבַחַּי֔ ק ַק֣ אֶמר ִרְבָק֙ה ֶאל־ִיְצָח֔ ֹ֤ (מו) ַוּת

ה  ֲעֹקב ִאָּׁש֨ ַח ַי֠ ת ִאם־�ֵק֣ ִמְּפֵנ֖י ְּב֣נֹות ֵח֑
י  ָּמה ִּל֖ ֶרץ ָל֥ ֶּל֙ה ִמְּב֣נֹות ָהָא֔ ת ָּכֵא֙ ִמְּבֽנֹות־ֵח֤
ֶר�  ב ַוְיָב֣ ל־ַיֲעֹק֖ ק ֶאֽ א ִיְצָח֛ ים׃ (א) ַוִּיְקָר֥ ַחִּיֽ

ה  ח ִאָּׁש֖ א־ִתַּק֥ ֹֽ אֶמר ֔לֹו ל ֹ֣ הּ֙ו ַוּי ֹא֑תֹו ַוְיַצֵּו֙
יָתה  ם ֵּב֥ ה ֲאָר֔ ָנֽ ַען׃ (ב) ֥קּום ֵל֙� ַּפֶּד֣ ִמְּב֥נֹות ְּכָנֽ

ה  � ְוַקח־ְל֤� ִמָּׁש֙ם ִאָּׁש֔ י ִאֶּמ֑ ל ֲאִב֣ ְבתּוֵא֖
 � ל ַׁשַּד֙י ְיָבֵר֣ �׃ (ג) ְוֵא֤ י ִאֶּמֽ ן ֲאִח֥ ִמְּב֥נֹות ָלָב֖

ים׃ (ד)  ל ַעִּמֽ יָת ִלְקַה֥ � ְוָהִי֖ ְת֔� ְוַיְפְר֖� ְוַיְרֶּב֑ ֹאֽ
ם ְל֖� ּוְלַזְרֲע֣�  ֶּתן־ְל֙� ֶאת־ִּבְרַּכ֣ת ַאְבָרָה֔ ְוִיֽ

ן  י� ֲאֶׁשר־ָנַת֥ ֶרץ ְמֻגֶר֔ � ְלִרְׁשְּת֙� ֶאת־ֶא֣ ִאָּת֑
ח ִיְצָח֙ק  ם׃ (ה) ַוִּיְׁשַל֤ ים ְלַאְבָרָהֽ ֱא�ִה֖
ן  ם ֶאל־ָלָב֤ ה ֲאָר֑ ָנֽ ב ַוֵּיֶ֖ל� ַּפֶּד֣ ת־ַיֲעֹק֔ ֶאֽ

ב  ם ַיֲעֹק֖ ה ֵא֥ י ִרְבָק֔ י ֲאִח֣ ֲאַרִּמ֔ ֶּבן־ְּבתּוֵא֙ל ָהֽ
� ִיְצָח֮ק  י־ֵבַר֣ ו ִּכֽ ו׃ (ו) ַוַּי֣ ְרא ֵעָׂש֗ ְוֵעָׂשֽ

ַחת־֥לֹו  ם ָלַקֽ ה ֲאָר֔ ָנֽ ח ֹאתֹ֙ו ַּפֶּד֣ ת־ַיֲעֹק֒ב ְוִׁשַּל֤ ֶאֽ
ר  ו ָעָלי֙ו ֵלאֹמ֔ ה ְּבָבֲר֣כֹו ֹא֔תֹו ַוְיַצ֤ ם ִאָּׁש֑ ִמָּׁש֖
ע  ַען׃ (ז) ַוִּיְׁשַמ֣ ה ִמְּב֥נֹות ְּכָנֽ ח ִאָּׁש֖ א־ִתַּק֥ ֹֽ ל

ם׃  ה ֲאָרֽ ָנֽ יו ְוֶאל־ִאּ֑מֹו ַוֵּיֶ֖ל� ַּפֶּד֥ ב ֶאל־ָאִב֖ ַיֲעֹק֔

(46) Rebekah said to Isaac, “I am disgusted 
with my life because of the Hittite women. 
If Jacob marries a Hittite woman like 
these, from among the native women, 
what good will life be to me?” (1) So Isaac 
sent for Jacob and blessed him. He 
instructed him, saying, “You shall not take 
a wife from among the Canaanite women. 
(2) Up, go to Paddan-aram, to the house of 
Bethuel, your mother’s father, and take a 
wife there from among the daughters of 
Laban, your mother’s brother, (3) May El 
Shaddai bless you, make you fertile and 
numerous, so that you become an 
assembly of peoples. (4) May He grant the 
blessing of Abraham to you and your 
offspring, that you may possess the land 
where you are sojourning, which God 
assigned to Abraham.” (5) Then Isaac sent 
Jacob off, and he went to Paddan-aram, to 
Laban the son of Bethuel the Aramean, the 
brother of Rebekah, mother of Jacob and 
Esau. (6) When Esau saw that Isaac had 
blessed Jacob and sent him off to Paddan-
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י ָר֖עֹות ְּב֣נֹות ְּכָנַ֑ען ְּבֵעיֵנ֖י  ו ִּכ֥ (ח) ַוַּי֣ ְרא ֵעָׂש֔
אל  ו ֶאל־ִיְׁשָמֵע֑ יו׃ (ט) ַוֵּיֶ֥ל� ֵעָׂש֖ ק ָאִבֽ ִיְצָח֥

ם  אל ֶּבן־ַאְבָרָה֜ ת ׀ ַּבת־ִיְׁשָמֵע֨ ת־ָמֲחַל֣ ח ֶאֽ ַוִּיַּק֡
ה׃ (ס) יו ֥לֹו ְלִאָּׁשֽ ֲא֧חֹות ְנָב֛יֹות ַעל־ָנָׁש֖

aram to take a wife from there, charging 
him, as he blessed him, “You shall not take 
a wife from among the Canaanite women,”
(7) and that Jacob had obeyed his father 
and mother and gone to Paddan-aram, (8) 
Esau realized that the Canaanite women 
displeased his father Isaac. (9) So Esau 
went to Ishmael and took to wife, in 
addition to the wives he had, Mahalath the 
daughter of Ishmael son of Abraham, 
sister of Nebaioth.

Rabbi Jill Hammer, "Toldot -- Machalat bat Ishmael,"
www.reclaimingjudaism.org
 
To save her favorite son, Rebecca goes to Isaac and tells him to send Jacob far away,
to her family, to find a wife. Isaac sends Jacob off, reminding him not to marry a
Canaanite woman. Esau, knowing that his father is angry about Esau's foreign wives,
marries his grandfather¹s son's daughter, Machalat.
 
Is this a good move? We could imagine that Isaac and Rebecca would be pleased that
Esau has married a relative, just as Jacob will soon do. Isaac, who saw his brother
Ishmael exiled when both men were children, may be delighted to welcome a
member of Ishmael's family into his household. There are even midrashim, legends,
that Isaac went to visit his brother Ishmael and try to convince him to come home.
So maybe this is a sign of repentance for Esau, and some ancient rabbis say that the
name Machalat,"forgiveness," means that Esau was forgiven when he married her
(Genesis Rabbah 67:13). Or, perhaps, Esau is making a foolish, or even a spiteful,
move. Abraham and Sarah rejected Ishmael and his mother Hagar, Abraham's
concubine. Esau now brings a daughter of the rejected Ishmael into the house, on top
of his already offensive Canaanite wives. Some ancient rabbis argue that if Esau
really meant to make his parents happy, he should have divorced his first wives
(Genesis Rabbah 67:13).
 
But while some people do get married to please or spite their parents, it is also
possible to choose a life partner because that person gives you something unique. We
don¹t know what Machalat's personality is, but we can speculate. What might
Machalat have given Esau that he needed?
 
One thing we know about Machalat is that she is Ishmael's daughter, and therefore
she understands what it is to be rejected. Her father and grandmother were forced
into the desert, nearly dying of thirst, because Sarah, Abraham's wife, did not want
Ishmael to inherit Abraham's blessing and possessions‹ Sarah wanted Isaac to
inherit. So Machalat knows how Esau feels. She may be able to give him empathy
and understanding that no one else can give him. Machalat's empathy may help to
heal Esau of his deep bitterness and we know that Esau is healed, because in
Parashat Vayishlach, when Jacob and Esau meet again after many years, Esau is no
longer angry, he embraces his brother and forgives him.
 



Machalat also is Hagar's granddaughter. Hagar is one of the only women in Genesis
to talk to God, and she is the only person in Genesis to give God a name, she calls
God El-Ro'i, God of seeing, when she has a vision near a well that she will give birth
to a son. Machalat calls the son she has with Esau Reu'el, "See God!" The similarity
between Hagar's name for God and Machalat's name for her son shows that Machalat
is spiritually connected to the God of her grandmother. She has successfully
inherited a way of speaking to God‹ one might even say that she has inherited a
blessing. So Machalat has spiritual wisdom to offer Esau, and she can also show him
how to connect with his family. It must be hard for Esau to trust her after he has been
rejected by his mother, father, and brother, but perhaps it is her wisdom and kindness
that allow Esau to finally reach out to his brother Jacob.

Genesis 24:62-25:6 בראשית כ״ד:ס״ב-כ״ה:ו׳
י ְו֥הּוא  י ֹרִא֑ ר ַלַח֖ א ִמּ֔בֹוא ְּבֵא֥ (סב) ְוִיְצָח֙ק ָּב֣
ק ָלׂ֥שּוַח  א ִיְצָח֛  ֶגב׃ (סג) ַוֵּיֵצ֥ ֶרץ ַהֶּנֽ ב ְּבֶא֥ יֹוֵׁש֖
ְרא ְוִהֵּנ֥ה  א ֵעיָני֙ו ַוַּי֔ ֶרב ַוִּיָּׂש֤ ה ִלְפ֣נֹות ָע֑ ַּבָּׂשֶד֖

יָה  א ִרְבָק֙ה ֶאת־ֵעיֶנ֔ ים׃ (סד) ַוִּתָּׂש֤ ים ָּבִאֽ ְגַמִּל֖
ל׃ (סה)  ל ַהָּגָמֽ ל ֵמַע֥ ק ַוִּתֹּפ֖ ֶרא ֶאת־ִיְצָח֑ ַוֵּת֖

 � יׁש ַהָּלֶז֙ה ַהֹהֵל֤ י־ָהִא֤ ֶבד ִמֽ אֶמר ֶאל־ָהֶע֗ ֹ֣ ַוּת
י  ֶבד ֣הּוא ֲאֹדִנ֑ אֶמר ָהֶע֖ ֹ֥ נּו ַוּי ַּבָּׂשֶד֙ה ִלְקָראֵת֔
ֶבד  ר ָהֶע֖ ס׃ (סו) ַוְיַסֵּפ֥ יף ַוִּתְתָּכֽ ח ַהָּצִע֖ ַוִּתַּק֥
ה׃ (סז)  ר ָעָׂשֽ ים ֲאֶׁש֥ ת ָּכל־ַהְּדָבִר֖ ק ֵא֥ ְלִיְצָח֑

ח  ה ִאּ֔מֹו ַוִּיַּק֧ ֱהָל֙ה ָׂשָר֣ ק ָהֹא֨ ָה ִיְצָח֗ ַוְיִבֶא֣
ם  ָה ַוִּיָּנֵח֥ ה ַוֶּיֱאָהֶב֑ ה ַוְּתִהי־֥לֹו ְלִאָּׁש֖ ֶאת־ִרְבָק֛

ם  ֶסף ַאְבָרָה֛ י ִאּֽמֹו׃ (פ) (א) ַוֹּי֧ ק ַאֲחֵר֥ ִיְצָח֖
ֶלד ֗לֹו  ה׃ (ב) ַוֵּת֣ ּה ְקטּוָרֽ ה ּוְׁשָמ֥ ח ִאָּׁש֖ ַוִּיַּק֥

ן ְוֶאת־ִמְדָי֑ ן  ן ְוֶאת־ְמָד֖ ֶאת־ִזְמָר֙ן ְוֶאת־ָיְקָׁש֔
ד  ן ָיַל֔ ק ְוֶאת־ֽׁשּוַח׃ (ג) ְוָיְקָׁש֣ ְוֶאת־ִיְׁשָּב֖

ם  ן ָה֛יּו ַאּׁשּוִר֥ ן ּוְבֵנ֣י ְדָד֔ א ְוֶאת־ְּדָד֑ ֶאת־ְׁשָב֖
ה  ן ֵעיָפ֤ ים׃ (ד) ּוְבֵנ֣י ִמְדָי֗ ים ּוְלֻאִּמֽ ּוְלטּוִׁש֖

ֶּלה ְּבֵנ֥י  ה ָּכל־ֵא֖ ע ְוֶאְלָּדָע֑ � ַוֲאִביָד֖ ֶפ֙ר ַוֲחֹנ֔ ָוֵע֙
ם ֶאת־ָּכל־ֲאֶׁשר־֖לֹו  ן ַאְבָרָה֛ ה׃ (ה) ַוִּיֵּת֧ ְקטּוָרֽ

ר  יַלְגִׁשי֙ם ֲאֶׁש֣ ק׃ (ו) ְוִלְבֵנ֤י ַהִּפֽ ְלִיְצָחֽ
ל  ם ֵמַע֨  ְיַׁשְּלֵח֞ ת ַוֽ ם ַמָּתֹנ֑ ן ַאְבָרָה֖ ם ָנַת֥ ְלַאְבָרָה֔
ֶדם׃ ֶרץ ֶקֽ ְדָמה ֶאל־ֶא֥ י ֵק֖ ּנּו ַח֔ ק ְּבנֹ֙ו ְּבעֹוֶד֣ ִיְצָח֤

(62) Isaac had just come back from the 
vicinity of Beer-lahai-roi, for he was 
settled in the region of the Negeb. (63) And 
Isaac went out walking in the field toward 
evening and, looking up, he saw camels 
approaching. (64) Raising her eyes, 
Rebekah saw Isaac. She alighted from the 
camel (65) and said to the servant, “Who is 
that man walking in the field toward us?” 
And the servant said, “That is my master.” 
So she took her veil and covered herself. 
(66) The servant told Isaac all the things 
that he had done. (67) Isaac then brought 
her into the tent of his mother Sarah, and 
he took Rebekah as his wife. Isaac loved 
her, and thus found comfort after his 
mother’s death. (1) Abraham took another 
wife, whose name was Keturah. (2) She 
bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, 
Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. (3) Jokshan 
begot Sheba and Dedan. The descendants 
of Dedan were the Asshurim, the 
Letushim, and the Leummim. (4) The 
descendants of Midian were Ephah, Epher, 
Enoch, Abida, and Eldaah. All these were 
descendants of Keturah. (5) Abraham 
willed all that he owned to Isaac; (6) but to 
Abraham’s sons by concubines Abraham 
gave gifts while he was still living, and he 
sent them away from his son Isaac 
eastward, to the land of the East.
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Midrash Tanchuma, Chayei Sara 8 מדרש תנחומא, חיי שרה ח׳
(א) . . . ָאַמר ִיְצָחק, ֲאִני ָלַקְחִּתי ִאָּׁשה ְוָאִבי 
עֹוֵמד ְּבלֹא ִאָּׁשה. ֶמה ָעָׂשה? ָהַל� ְוֵהִביא לֹו 

ִאָּׁשה. ַרִּבי אֹוֵמר, ִהיא ָהָגר, ִהיא ְקטּוָרה. 
ְוָלָּמה ִנְקָרא ְׁשָמּה ְקטּוָרה? ֶׁשָהְיָתה ְקׁשּוָרה 

ַּכּנֹוד.
(ב) ְוַרּבֹוֵתינּו אֹוְמִרים: ִאָּׁשה ַאֶחֶרת ָלָקח. 

ּוַמה ַּטַעם ֶׁשל ַרִּבי ֶׁשאֹוֵמר, ָהָגר ִהיא 
ְקטּוָרה. ֶׁשָּכתּוב ְּבִיְצָחק, ְוִיְצָחק ָּבא ִמּבֹוא 
ְּבֵאר ַלַחי ֹרִאי. אֹוָתּה ֶׁשָּכתּוב ָּבּה, ַוִּתְקָרא 
ֵׁשם ה' ַהֹּדֵבר ֵאֶליָה ַאָּתה ֵאל ֳרִאי (בראשית 

טז, יג). ִמָּכאן ַאָּתה ָלֵמד, ֶׁשִהיא ָהָגר,
 

(1) And Abraham took another wife 
(Gen. 25:1). Isaac said to himself: “I have 
taken a wife, but my father is without a 
wife.” What did Isaac do? He went and 
bought him (Abraham) a wife. Rabbi said: 
Hagar and Keturah were one and the same 
person. Why then was she called Keturah? 
Because she had been bound up 
(keshurah) like a water bag. 8 Indicating 
that she was a virgin.
(2) Our sages, however, maintained that 
she was actually a different wife. Rabbi 
insisted: Hagar and Keturah were one and 
the same person, since it is written about 
Isaac: And Isaac came from the way of 
Beer-lahai-roi (Gen. 24:62); that is, from 
the well of which it is written: And she 
called the name of the Lord that spoke to 
her, Thou art a God of seeing (ibid. 16:13). 
From this you learn that she must have 
been Hagar. 9

 

Tamar Kedari, "Keturah: Midrash and Aggadah,"
Jewish Women's Archive Encyclopedia
 
In the midrashic depiction, after Abraham divorces Hagar and sends her into the
wilderness she sits by the well and cries to God: “See my shame!” Hagar’s demand
for justice was accepted by God, who revealed Himself to Abraham after Sarah’s
death and commanded him to take back his divorcée, Hagar-Keturah (Gen.
Rabbah 61:4).
 
A different story has Isaac initiating his father’s marriage. When Isaac married
Rebekah, he said to himself: I have taken a wife, while my father is without a
spouse! What did he do? He went and brought him Keturah. This tradition is based
on Gen. 24:62: “Isaac had just come back from the vicinity of Be’er-la-hai-ro’i”—he
brought back with him Hagar, who had been at “Be’er-la-hai-ro’i,” and had also
given this place its name, as is related in Gen. 16:14 (Tanhuma, Hayyei Sarah 8).
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