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Exodus 27:20-28:2 

יד׃ ְּבאֶֹ֣הל מֹוֵעד֩ ִמחּ֨וץ  ְוַאָּת֞ה ְּתַצּוֶ֣ה ׀ ֶאת־ְּבֵנ֣י ִיְׂשָרֵא֗ל וְִיְקחּ֨ו ֵאֶל֜יָך ֶׁשֶ֣מן ַזִ֥ית ָזְ֛ך ָּכִת֖ית ַלָּמאֹ֑ור ְלַהֲעלֹ֥ת ֵנ֖ר ָּתמִֽ
 ַלָּפרֶֹ֜כת ֲאֶׁש֣ר ַעל־ָהֵעֻד֗ת ַיֲערְֹך֩ אֹתֹ֨ו ַאֲהרֹ֧ן ּוָבנָ֛יו ֵמֶעֶ֥רב ַעד־ּבֶֹ֖קר ִלְפֵנ֣י ְיהוָ֑ה ֻחַּק֤ת עֹוָלם֙ ְלדֹ֣רָֹת֔ם ֵמֵא֖ת ְּבֵנ֥י

ל׃ ְוַאָּת֡ה ַהְקֵר֣ב ֵאֶליָך֩ ֶאת־ַאֲהרֹ֨ן ָאִח֜יָך ְוֶאת־ָּבנָ֣יו ִאּתֹ֔ו ִמּתֹ֛וְך ְּבֵנ֥י ִיְׂשָרֵא֖ל ְלַכֲהנֹו־ִל֑י ַאֲהרֹ֕ן ָנָד֧ב ַוֲאִביהּ֛וא  ִיְׂשָראֵֽ
 ֶאְלָעָז֥ר ְוִאיָתָמ֖ר ְּבֵנ֥י ַאֲהרֹֽן׃ ְוָעִׂש֥יָת ִבְגֵדי־קֶֹ֖דׁש ְלַאֲהרֹ֣ן ָאִח֑יָך ְלָכבֹ֖וד ּוְלִתְפָֽאֶרת׃

 
You shall further instruct the Israelites to bring you clear oil of beaten olives for lighting, 
for kindling lamps regularly. Aaron and his sons shall set them up in the Tent of 
Meeting, outside the curtain which is over [the Ark of] the Pact, [to burn] from evening to 
morning before the LORD. It shall be a due from the Israelites for all time, throughout 
the ages. You shall bring forward your brother Aaron, with his sons, from among the 
Israelites, to serve Me as priests: Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, the 
sons of Aaron. Make sacral vestments for your brother Aaron, for dignity and 
adornment. 
 
 
Rashi on Ex. 27:20 
 :TO CAUSE THE LIGHT TO BURN (lit., to ascend) CONTINUALLY — להעלות נר תמיד
He must enkindle it until the flame ascends by itself. 
 :CONTINUALLY — תמיד
Doing something every night, as is described here, may be termed “continually.” 
 
 
Rashbam on Ex. 27:20 
Whereas in Ex. 25:2 Moses had been told by God, "they shall take for me gifts 
(vayik'chu li t'rumah)" to raise the donations for the building of the Tabernacle, and that 
had referred to a one time contribution, now Moses is instructed of the ongoing 
obligation to provide oil for the Menorah in the Tabernacle. The syntax has been 
changed here with the introduction of the word "you shall command (tetzaveh)." 
Whenever that root occurs the subject matter it addresses is one of ongoing 
importance, not a commandment to be carried out only once, only because of special 
.circumstances 
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U.A. Fanthorpe, excerpt from Atlas 
And maintenance is the sensible side of love, 
Which knows what time and weather are doing 
To my brickwork; insulates my faulty wiring; 
Laughs at my dryrotten jokes; remembers 
My need for gloss and grouting; which keeps 
My suspect edifice upright in air, 
As Atlas did the sky. 
 
 
Hafez, The Sun Never Says 
Even after all this time 
the sun never says to the earth, 
“You owe me.” 
Look what happens with 
a love like that, 
it lights the whole sky. 
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