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Leviticus 1:1-4
ל־בּ ֵנ֤י י ְִשׂ ָראֵ ֙ל וְאָ ַמ ְר ָ ֣תּ אֲ לֵ ֔ ֶהם אָ ָ֗דם ִ ֽכּי־י ְַק ִ ֥ריב
ְ ֶמר׃ ַדּ ֞ ֵבּר א
ֹ ֽ מוֹﬠד לֵ א
֖ ֵ ֹשׁה ַוי ְַד ֵ ֤בּר יְהוָה֙ אֵ לָ֔ יו ֵמאֹ֥ הֶ ל
֑ ֶ וַיִּ ְק ָ ֖רא אֶ ל־מ
ת־ק ְרבַּ נְ ֶ ֽכם׃ ִאם־ע ָֹל֤ה ָק ְרבָּ נוֹ֙ ִמן־הַ בָּ ֔ ָקר זָכָ ֥ ר
ָ
ֶוּמן־הַ ֔צּ ֹאן ַתּ ְק ִ ֖ריבוּ א
ִ ִ֙מכֶּ ֛ם ָק ְר ָ ֖בּן ַ ֽליהוָ ֑ה ִמן־הַ ְבּהֵ ֗ ָמה ִמן־הַ בָּ ָקר
ְהוֽה׃ וְסָ ַ ֣מ� י ָ֔דוֹ ַ ֖ﬠל ֣ר ֹאשׁ הָ עֹ ָל֑ה וְנִ ְר ָצ֥ה ל֖ וֹ ְלכ ֵ ַ֥פּר
ָ ל־פֶּ ַתח אֹ֤ הֶ ל מוֹﬠֵ ד֙ י ְַק ִ ֣ריב אֹ ֔תוֹ ִל ְרצ ֹ֖נוֹ ִל ְפנֵ ֥י י
֝ ֶיבנּוּ א
֑ ֶ ָתּ ִ ֖מים י ְַק ִר
ﬠָ ָ ֽליו׃
Adonai called to Moses and spoke to him from the Tent of Meeting, saying: Speak to
the Israelite people, and say to them: If one from among you presents an offering to
Adonai from the beasts, from the cattle, or from the flock, you shall offer your offering. If
his burnt offering is from the cattle, they shall offer an unblemished male; at the opening
of the Tent of Meeting he shall offer it, to satisfy the will of Adonai. He shall place his
hand on the head of the burnt offering, so it shall be acceptable as pardon in his behalf.
Leviticus 5:1-6
ָשׂא ﬠֲוֹ ֽנוֹ׃ ֣אוֹ ֶ֗נפֶ שׁ אֲ ֶ ֣שׁר ִתּגַּע֮ ְבּכָל־
֥ ָ י־תחֱ טָ֗ א ו ָ ְֽשׁ ְמﬠָ ה֙ ֣קוֹל אָ לָ֔ ה וְה֣ וּא ﬠֵ֔ ד ֥אוֹ ָר ָ ֖אה ֣אוֹ י ָ ָ֑דע ִאם־ל֥ וֹא י ִ ַ֖גּיד ְונ
ֶ וְנֶ ֣פֶ שׁ ִ ֽכּ
ָדּ ָ ֣בר טָ ֵמא֒ א ֩וֹ ְבנִ ְבלַ֨ ת חַ ָ֜יּה ְט ֵמאָ֗ ה ֤אוֹ ְבּנ ְִבלַ ת֙ ְבּהֵ ָ ֣מה ְט ֵמאָ֔ ה ֕אוֹ ְבּנ ְִב ַל֖ת ֶ ֣שׁ ֶרץ טָ ֵ ֑מא ְונ ְֶﬠ ַל֣ם ִמ ֔ ֶמּנּוּ וְה֥ וּא טָ ֵ ֖מא
וְאָ ֵ ֽשׁם׃ ֣אוֹ ִ ֤כי ִיגַּע֙ ְבּטֻ ְמ ַ ֣את אָ ָ֔דם ְל ֹכ ֙ל טֻ ְמאָ ֔תוֹ אֲ ֶ ֥שׁר י ְִט ָ ֖מא ָ ֑בּהּ ְונ ְֶﬠ ַל֣ם ִמ ֔ ֶמּנּוּ וְה֥ וּא י ַ ָ֖דע וְאָ ֵ ֽשׁם׃ ֣אוֹ ֶ֡נפֶ שׁ ִ ֣כּי ִת ָשּׁבַ ֩ע
יטיב ְ֠לכֹל אֲ ֶ֨שׁר יְבַ ֵ ֧טּא הָ אָ ָ ֛דם ִבּ ְשׁבֻ ָ ֖ﬠה ְונ ְֶﬠ ַל֣ם ִמ ֶ ֑מּנּוּ וְהוּא־י ַ ָ֥דע וְאָ ֵ ֖שׁם ְלאַ ַ ֥חת
ִ ֗ ְֵלבַ טֵּ֨ א ִב ְשׂפָ ֜ ַתיִם ְלהָ ַ ֣רע ׀ ֣אוֹ ְלה
ֵמ ֵ ֽאלֶּ ה׃ וְהָ יָ ֥ה ִ ֽכי־י ְֶא ַ ֖שׁם ְלאַ ַ ֣חת ֵמ ֵ ֑אלֶּ ה ו ֨ ְִה ְתו ַָ֔דּה אֲ ֶ ֥שׁר חָ ָ ֖טא ﬠָ ֶ ֽליהָ ׃ וְהֵ ִ ֣ביא אֶ ת־אֲ ָשׁ ֣מוֹ לַ יה ָ֡וה ַ ֣ﬠל חַ טָּ את ֩וֹ אֲ ֶ֨שׁר
אתוֹ׃
ֽ ָֹהן ֵמחַ טּ
֖ ֵ ירת ﬠִ ִ ֖זּים ְלחַ ָ ֑טּאת וְכִ ֶ ֥פּר ﬠָ ָל֛יו הַ כּ
֥ ַ וֹ־שׂ ִﬠ
ְ חָ טָ֜ א נְ ֵק ֨ ָבה ִמן־הַ ֥צּ ֹאן כִּ ְשׂ ָ ֛בּה ֽא
If a person incurs guilt—When he has heard a public oath, and he is a witness or saw or
knew of the matter, if he does not tell of it he incurs guilt. Or if a person touches any
unclean thing, or the carcass of an unclean being, or the carcass of an unclean beast,
or the carcass of an unclean creeping thing, but it was hidden from him and then he
realized his guilt; or when he touches human uncleanness--any uncleanness through
which he becomes unclean--but it was hidden from him and then he realized his guilt; or
when a person utters an oath for good or bad, whatever a man shall utter as an oath,
but it was hidden from him and then he realized his guilt in any of these matters--when
he realized his guilt in any of these matters, he shall confess his sin; and he shall bring
as his penalty for Adonai--for the sin which he has sinned--from among the flocks, a
female sheep or goat as a sin offering; and the priest shall pardon him for his sin.
Obadiah ben Jacob Sforno (Italy, active 16c.), commentary on Lev. 1:2
“If one from among you draws close” to God (NB: “draws close” and “presents an
offering” are from the same root, k-r-v) by means of a confession of his sins and by
humbling himself. The concept parallels the verse in Hosea 14:3, “we will pay with bulls
after having done so first with our lips.” Psalm 51:19 warns “an offering of sacrificial

meat is only accompanied by a broken spirit.” The psalmist means that God is not
interested in the fools who offer sacrificial animals if they have not first humbled
themselves. Our sages paraphrase this when pointing out that the Torah does not write
here “your entire selves,” but “something emanating from you,” that is by excreting the
spiritually unworthy parts of you.
Maimonides (Spain, Israel, and Egypt, active 12c.-early 13c.), Laws of Repentance
For transgressions against God, the Day of Atonement atones; but for transgressions of
one human being against another, the Day of Atonement does not atone until they have
made peace with one another.
Marge Piercy (United States, b. 1936), excerpt from “How divine is forgiving?”
It’s a nice concept
but what’s under the sculptured draperies?
We forgive when we don’t really care
because what was done to us brought unexpected
harvest, as I always try to explain
to the peach trees as I prune them hard,
to the cats when I shove pills against
the Gothic vaults of their mouths.
We forgive those who betrayed us
years later because memory has rotted
through like something left out in the weather
battered clean then littered dirty
in the rain, chewed by mice and beetles,
frozen and baked and stripped by the wind
till it is unrecognizable, corpse
or broken machine, something long useless.
...We forgive mostly not from strength
but through imperfections, for memory
wears transparent as a glass with the pattern
washed off, till we stare past what injured us.
We forgive because we too have done
the same to others easy as a mudslide;
or because anger is a fire that must be fed
and we are too tired to rise and haul a log.

