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Leviticus 22:17-25
(17) Adonai spoke to Moses, saying: (18) Speak to Aaron
and his sons, and to all the Israelite people, and say to
them: When any man of the house of Israel or of the
strangers in Israel presents a burnt offering as his
offering for any of the votive or any of the freewill
offerings that they offer to Adonai, (19) it must, to be
acceptable in your favor, be a male without blemish,
from cattle or sheep or goats. (20) You shall not offer
any that has a defect, for it will not be accepted in your
favor. (21) And when a man offers, from the herd or the
flock, a sacrifice of well-being to Adonai for an explicit
vow or as a freewill offering, it must, to be acceptable,
be without blemish; there must be no defect in it. (22)
Anything blind, or injured, or maimed, or with a wen*,
boil-scar, or scurvy—such you shall not offer to Adonai;
you shall not put any of them on the altar as offerings by
fire to Adonai.

וַיְ דַ ֵּבֵּ֥ר יְ הוָ֖ה אֶ ל־מֹ ֶ ֵּ֥שה לֵּאמֹֹֽ ר׃
יחדַ ֵּ֨ ֵּבר ֶ ֹֽאל־אַ הֲרֹֹ֜ ן וְ אֶ ל־ב ָ֗ניו וְ אֶ ֙ל כל־בְ נֵּ ֵ֣י
ש ִמ ֵּ֨ ֵּבית
ׁ֩ יִשר ֵ֔ ֵּאל וְ אמַ ְר ָ֖ת ֲאל ֵֶּהֶ֑ם ִ ֵ֣איש ִאי
ְ
ּומן־הַ גֵּ ֵ֣ר בְ יִ ְשר ָ֗ ֵּאל אֲשֵֶּ֨ ר יַקְ ִ ִ֤ריב
ִ יִשר ֹ֜ ֵּאל
ְ
בותם אֲשֶ ר־
ֵ֔ ל־נִד ֵּריהֶ ם֙ ּולְ כל־נִ ְד
ְ ק ְרבנו֙ לְ כ
יַקְ ִ ֵּ֥ריבּו לַיהוָ֖ה לְ עֹ ֹֽלה׃
יטל ְרצֹ נְכֶ ֶ֑ם ת ִ ֵ֣מים ז ֵ֔כר בַ ב ָ֕קר בַ כְ ש ִ ָ֖בים
ֹֽ ִ
ּובעִ ִ ֹֽזים׃
ֹֽ
ר־בו ֖מּום ֵ֣ל ֹא תַ קְ ִ ֶ֑ריבּו כִ י־ ֵּ֥ל ֹא
ֵּ֥ ֶככל אֲש
ֹ ֹּ֛
לְ ר ָ֖צון יִ הְ יֶ ֵּ֥ה ל ֶ ֹֽכם׃
ַיהוה
ֵ֔ ח־של ִמים֙ ל
ְ ַכאוְ ִָ֗איש ִ ֹֽכי־יַקְ ִ ִ֤ריב ֶזֹֽב
לְ ַפלֵּא־ ֶ֙נדֶ ר֙ ֵ֣או לִ נְ ד ֵ֔בה בַ ב ָ֖קר ֵ֣או בַ ֶ֑צ ֹאן
ֶה־בו׃
ֹֽ ת ִ ִ֤מים ִ ֹֽיהְ יֶה֙ לְ ר ֵ֔צון כל־ ֖מּום ֵּ֥ל ֹא יִ הְ י
כב ַעּו ֶֶר ׁ֩ת ֵּ֨או שבֹ֜ ּור או־ח ֵ֣רּוץ ֹֽאו־י ָ֗ ֶַבלֶת ִ֤או
גרב֙ ֵ֣או ַי ֵֶ֔לפֶת ל ֹא־תַ קְ ִ ֵּ֥ריבּו ֵּ ָ֖אלֶה לַיהוֶ֑ה
ֹא־ת ְתנֵּ֥ ּו מֵּ ֶהֹּ֛ם עַל־הַ ִמז ְֵּבָ֖חַ לַיהוֹֽה׃
ִ וְ ִאשֶָ֗ ה ל

*a boil or other swelling or growth on the skin, especially a sebaceous cyst
•
•

In 3 verses, the requirement to offer an animal without defect or blemish appears 4 times and is
followed by a list of examples. Why do you think there is such an emphasis on this rule?
Does the prohibition of offering blemished animals to God make sense to you? Why or why not?

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks
“…it remains remarkable how simply and smoothly the sages were able to construct substitutes for
sacrifice, three in particular: prayer, study and tzedakah. Prayer, particularly Shacharit, Mincha and
Musaf, took the place of the regular [sacrificial] offerings. One who studies the laws of sacrifice is as if
he had brought a sacrifice. And one who gives to charity brings, as it were, a financial sacrifice,
acknowledging that all we have we owe to God.”
•
•

Which of the replacements for animal sacrifice—prayer, study, tzedakah—resonates most with
you? Does engaging in any or all of these three activities feel like a sacrifice?
How can we make our prayer, study, and tzedakah perfect and without blemish? What does
offering our best look like in these activities?

Leviticus 21:16-17
(16) Adonai spoke further to Moses:
(17) Speak to Aaron and say: No man of your offspring
throughout the ages who has a defect shall be qualified
to offer the food of his God.
•
•

וַיְ דַ ֵּבֵּ֥ר יְ הוָ֖ה אֶ ל־מֹ ֶ ֵּ֥שה לֵּאמֹֹֽ ר׃
דַ ֵּבֵּ֥ר ֶ ֹֽאל־אַ ה ֲָ֖רֹ ן לֵּאמֶֹ֑ ר ִ ֵ֣איש ִ ֹֽמז ְַרע ֲָ֞ך לְ דֹ רֹ ָ֗תם
אֲשֵֶּ֨ ר יִ הְ יֶ ֵּ֥ה בו֙ ֵ֔מּום ֵ֣ל ֹא יִקְ ַ ֵ֔רב לְ הַ קְ ִ ָ֖ריב לֶ ֵּ֥חֶ ם
ֱֹלהיו׃
ֹֽ א

If we all offer sacrifices today, then we all function as the priestly class. What would it mean for
us to be without blemish in a modern context?
How can we balance this text with the understanding that we are all, in some ways, flawed?

Seder Korbanot Hadash (developed by Rabbi Joe Skloot)
Olah (—)עולהBecause there is something Bigger (Leviticus 1)
Minchah (—)מנחהMarking a joyous moment, making a commitment (Leviticus 2)
Shelem (—)שלםSharing one’s abundance (Leviticus 3)
Hatat (—)חטאתAcknowledging a mistake in one’s private conduct (Leviticus 4)
Asham (—)אשםAcknowledging a mistake in one’s public conduct (Leviticus 5)
Todah (—)תודהExpressing gratitude (Leviticus 7)
Nesech (—)נסךTruth telling—letting it pour out freely (Numbers 15)

