
The Mishkan at Central Synagogue  
Cantorial Ellen Dreskin and Rabbi Sarah Berman 
Parashat Korach, 25 June 2022 / 26 Sivan 5782 

 

(OOS) Gathering / Ozi v’zimrat Yah 

Morning Blessings of Gratitude / Birchot HaShachar 

 Being Together / Mah Tovu 

(OOS) Our Bodies / Asher Yatzar 

(78) Our Souls / Elohai Neshama 

(80) Everyday Miracles / Nisim B’Chol Yom                                                

Songs of Praise / P’sukei D’Zimrah 

 Psalm 145 / Ashrei  

(100) Psalm 150 / Hallelujah 

 In Exaltation / Chatzi Kaddish 

The Shema and its Blessings 

(OOS)  Call to Prayer / Bar’chu (Come) 

(110) The Wonder of Creation / Yotzeir Or 

(112) The Loving Gift of Torah / Ahavah Rabah 

(114) Proclaiming God’s Oneness / Shema 

(116) Love for God’s Teaching / V’ahavta 

(122) Redemption / Mi Chamocha - Tzur Yisrael 

Standing Prayer / Tefillah / Amidah 

(124) Open our Mouths / Adonai S’fatai Tiftach 

(126) God of Our Ancestors / Avot V’Imahot 

(128) Life-Giving and Powerful God / G’vurot 

(130) Sanctifying God’s Name / Kedushah 

 We Give Thanks / Modim Anachnu Lach 

 Prayer for Peace / Sim Shalom 

 May Our Prayers Be Heard / Yih’yu L’ratzon 

 Prayer for Peace / Oseh Shalom 

(OOS) Meditation / Gentle, Angry People 

Torah Service (246-250) 

Prayer for Healing / Mi Shebeirach (253) 

Proclaiming God’s Greatness / Vahasheivota (OOS) 

Mourners’ Prayer / Kaddish Yatom (294) 

Closing / Ozi v’zimrat Yah (OOS) 

 
Supplementary Prayers and Songs: 
 

Ozi v’zimrat Yah (Shefa Gold) 

Ozi v’zimrat Yah 

Vay’hi li lishua 

 

Asher Yatzar (Dan Nichols) 

I thank you for my life, body and soul 

Help me realize I am beautiful and whole 

I am perfect the way I am 

And a little broken too 

I will live each day as the gift I give to you 

Oh…. 

Baruch atah Adonai, rofeh kol basar umafli 

la’asot 

 

Gentle, Angry People (Holly Near) 

We are a gentle, angry people 

And we are singing, singing for our lives 

… 

We are a peaceful, loving people 

And we are singing, singing for our lives 

 

Bar’chu (Come) (Chava Mirel) 

Come, come all of you, come all of us 

And bless the one who blesses 

Blessed is the blessed one 

Blessed is the giver of blessings 

Blessed in this moment now, and every now 

to come 

Bar’chu et Adonai hamevorach 

Baruch Adonai hamevorach l’olam va’ed 

 

Vahasheivota / V’neemar (Shir Ya’akov) 

Vahasheivota el levav’cha 

ki Adonai, Hu HaElohim … 

V’neemar, v’haya Adonai 

L’melech al kol HaAretz 

Bayom Hahu, yih’yeh Adonai echad 

Ush’mo echad 
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Text Study: Holding On and Letting Go 

 

Num. 17:9-13 

ר ֵּ֥ ָ֖ה ַוְיַדב  ה ְיֹהו  ר׃ ֶאל־ֹמֶשֵּ֥ אֹמֹֽ ּמּו ל  ֹרֹ֗ ה ִמּתֹוך   ה  ָ֣ ד  ע  את  ה  ֹֹּ֔ ם  ַוֲאַכֶלֵּ֥ה ַהז ָ֖ ַגע ֹאת  ָ֑ ּו ְכר  ִַֽיְפלָ֖ ם׃ ַוֹֽ יֶהֹֽ אֶמר ַעל־ְפנ  ֹֹּ֨ ה ַוי ןֶאֹֽ  ֹמֶשֶׁ֜ ל־ַאֲהֹרֹ֗  

ח ה ַקָ֣ ַּמְחּת ַ֠ יה   ֶאת־ַהַ֠ ֶלֹּ֨ ש ְוֶתן־ע  ל א ֶׁ֜ ַעַ֤ ַח   מ  ים  ַהִּמְזב   ֶרת  ְוִשָ֣ ך ְקֹטֹּ֔ ֵ֧ ה ְוהֹול  ָ֛ ר  ה ְמה  ָ֖ ד  ע  ר ֶאל־ה  ָ֣ ם  ְוַכפ  יֶהָ֑ א ֲעל  ֵּ֥ י־י צ  ֶצף  ִכֹֽ ַהֶקָ֛  

ֵּ֥י ָ֖ה ִמִלְפנ  ל ְיֹהו  ֵּ֥ ח  ֶַֽגף׃ ה  ֹֽ ח  ַהנ  ן ַוִיַקֹּ֨ ר ַאֲהֹרֶׁ֜ ר ׀ ַכֲאֶשָ֣ ׇרץ   הֹמֶשֹ֗  ִדֶבָ֣ ֹוך ַוי   ל ֶאל־ּתָ֣ ה ֹּ֔ ָ֛ה ַהק  ל  ְוִהנ  ֵּ֥ ח  ם  ַהֶנֶַָֽ֖גף ה  ָ֑ ע  ן   ב  ת־ ַוִיּת  ֶאֹֽ

ֶרת  ר ַהְקֹטֹּ֔ ָ֖ ם׃ ַוְיַכפ  ֹֽ ע  ד  ַעל־ה  ים  ַוַיֲעֹמֵּ֥ ִתָ֖ ין־ַהּמ  ֹֽ ין ב  ָ֣ ים  ּוב  ַחִיָ֑ ר ַהֹֽ ַצָ֖ ע  ה׃  ַוּת  ֹֽ פ  ַהַּמג   

Adonai spoke to Moses, saying, “Remove yourselves from this community, that I may annihilate 

them in an instant.” They fell on their faces. Then Moses said to Aaron, “Take the fire pan, and 

put on it fire from the altar. Add incense and take it quickly to the community and make 

expiation for them. For wrath has gone forth from Adonai: the plague has begun!” Aaron took 

it, as Moses had ordered, and ran to the midst of the congregation, where the plague had 

begun among the people. He put on the incense and made expiation for the people; he stood 

between the dead and the living until the plague was checked. 

 

Rashbam on Exodus 32:19 

When Moshe saw the golden calf, he became physically too weak to continue to carry the 

weight of the Tablets and he threw them as far as possible away from himself in order not to 

cause injury to his feet. This is the way all persons throw away a burden they carry which has 

become too heavy for them. (This is the way Pirkey de Rabbi Eliezer explains this verse in 

chapter 45. This is also the plain meaning of the verse.) 

 

Rabba Sara Hurwitz on “Letting Go and Holding On” 

In Rashbam’s imagination, Moshe simply could not hold onto what suddenly had turned into a 
heavy burden, and threw the Tablet away to protect his feet. But why is Rashbam so concerned 
about Moshe’s feet? 
 
Here, my friends, is I think the simple point of this dramatic scene. Rashbam understood that if 
Moshe injured his legs, he would not be able to get up and climb the mountain again. If he 
hadn’t known when to let go, if he had not preserved his physical and emotional well being, 
even in front of all the eyes of Children of Israel, he would not have found the resilience to get 
up and try again. This act of shattering the Tablets, is what made Moshe the greatest leader of 
all times.  
 
The formula for Moshe, was knowing when to grasp tightly, and hold onto something precious 
and wonderful with two hands…. To have the energy and strength, wisdom and fortitude to 
carry something as precious as the Tablets; and at the same time, knowing and understanding 
the consequences of holding on when that burden becomes too heavy. Of knowing when to let 
go…. Of casting the burden away, and doing so in such a way that preserves yourself. 


