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(74)        Opening Song / Mah Tovu  

Morning Blessings of Gratitude / Birchot HaShachar 

(68) Waking / Modeh Ani 

(74) Gathering / Mah Tovu 

(76) Our Bodies / Asher Yatzar 

(78) Our Souls / Elohai Neshama 

(80) Everyday Miracles / Nisim B’Chol Yom                                                

Songs of Praise / P’sukei D’Zimrah 

(100) Psalm 150 / Hallelujah 

The Shema and its Blessings 

(OOS)  Call to Prayer / Bar’chu 

(110) The Wonder of Creation / Yotzeir Or 

(112) The Loving Gift of Torah / Ahavah Rabah 

(114) Proclaiming God’s Oneness / Shema 

(116) Love for God’s Teaching / V’ahavta 

(122) Redemption / Mi Chamocha – Tzur Yisrael 

Standing Prayer / Tefillah / Amidah 

(124) Open our Mouths / Adonai S’fatai Tiftach 

(126) God of Our Ancestors / Avot V’imahot 

(128) Life-Giving and Powerful God / G’vurot 

(130) Sanctifying God’s Name / Kedushah 

(142) Sealing our Silent Prayer / Oseh Shalom 

Torah Service (246-250): Lev. 7:19-30 

(253) Prayer for Healing / Mi Shebeirach  

(OOS) Proclaiming God’s Greatness / Vahasheivota  

(294) Mourners’ Prayer / Kaddish Yatom  

(OOS) Closing / Mah Tovu 

Supplementary Prayers and Songs: 
 

Come/Bar’chu 

Come, come all of you 

Come all of us 

And bless the One who blesses 

Bar’chu et Adonai hamevorach 

Baruch Adonai hamevorach l’olam va’ed 

 

 

Vahasheivota/Bayom Hahu 

Vahasheivota (Vahasheivota) 

El levavecha (El levavecha) 

Ki Adonai (Ki Adonai) 

Hu HaElohim (Hu HaElohim) 

V’neemar v’hayah Adonai l’melech al kol 

haaretz 

Bayom hahu, bayom hahu yihyeh Adonai 

echad 

 Ush’mo, ush’mo, ush’mo echad 
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Priests—They’re Just Like Us! 
Source Sheet by Chelsea Feuchs 

 
Change in Clothes, Change in Location 
Leviticus 6:2-4 

(2) Command Aaron and his sons thus: This is the ritual of 
the burnt offering: The burnt offering itself shall remain 
where it is burned upon the altar all night until morning, 
while the fire on the altar is kept going on it. (3) The priest 
shall dress in linen raiment, with linen breeches next to his 
body; and he shall take up the ashes to which the fire has 
reduced the burnt offering on the altar and place them 
beside the altar. (4) He shall then take off his vestments 
and put on other vestments, and carry the ashes outside 
the camp to a pure place. 

ָ֑ה   ֹעלָּ ת הָּ את ּתֹוַרַ֖ ֹֹ֥ ר ז ָ֣יו ֵלאֹמֹ֔ נָּ ת־ַאֲהֹר֙ן ְוֶאת־בָּ ו ֶאֶֽ ַצַ֤
֙ה   ְילָּ ל־ַהַלָ֨ ַח כׇּ ְזֵבַ֤ ֿה ַעל־ַהמִּ ה ַעל֩ מֹוְקדָָּ֨ ֹעלָָּ֡ וא הָּ ָ֣ הִּ

ֹו׃  ּוַקד בֶֽ ַח ּתֹ֥ ְזֵבַ֖ ׁש ַהמִּ ֶקר ְוֵאֹ֥  ַעד־ַהֹבֹ֔
רֹוֹ֒   ׁש ַעל־ְבשָּ ְלַבָ֣ ְכְנֵסי־ַב֮ד יִּ ֶֽ ד ּומִּ ֹו ַבַ֗ דָ֣ ן מִּ ׁש ַהֹכֵהֵ֜ ַבָ֨ ְולָּ
ַ֖ה   ֹעלָּ ׁש ֶאת־הָּ ֵאֵ֛ ל הָּ ר ּתֹאַכֹ֥ ֶׁשן ֲאֶׁשָ֨ ים ֶאת־ַהֶדַ֗ ָ֣ ְוֵהרִּ

ַח׃  ְזֵבֶֽ ֶצל ַהמִּ ֕מֹו ֵאַ֖ ַח ְושָּ ְזֵבָ֑  ַעל־ַהמִּ
יא ַ֤ ים ְוהֹוצִּ ָ֑ ים ֲאֵחרִּ ָ֣ דִּ ׁש ְבגָּ ַבַ֖ יו ְולָּ דָֹּ֔ ַׁש֙ט ֶאת־ְבגָּ  ּופָּ
ֹור׃ הֶֽ ֹום טָּ קַ֖ ה ֶאל־מָּ ַמֲחֶנֹ֔ ּוץ ַלֶֽ חָ֣ ֶׁש֙ן ֶאל־מִּ  ֶאת־ַהֶד֙

 
Rashi on Leviticus 6:4, edited for clarity  

 AND HE SHALL TAKE OFF HIS VESTMENTS —This is a matter of decency, so that the  ופשט את בגדיו
priest should not, through removing the ashes, soil the garments which he wears regularly to minister 
at the altar. It is like a servant who wears certain clothes when he boils the pot for his master (a 
menial task), he should not pour a glass of wine for his master in those same clothes (an honorable 
office). On this account it states: And he shall put on other garments — inferior to those in which he 
ministers at the altar. 

❖ Why would the priests start the day with the disposal of ashes? 

❖ What effect do you think it had on a priest to begin the day in this way? How do you imagine it would have impacted 

the way he approached the rest of his day, in terms of his work and his interaction with people? 

❖ How do you understand the relationship between kodesh and chol (sacred and mundane) in these verses? 

 

 
Humility and Holiness 
“Never Too Proud to Wield the Sacred Shovel” by Rabbi Ben Spratt, edited for length 

The charred remains of roasted animals and their entrails were left not to a sacrificial janitorial team, 
not to the Israelites or Levites, but to the priests themselves – even to Aaron the High Priest. The 
spiritual leader, the intermediary between the people and God, started each day by cleaning ritual 
refuse in rags. 
 
Imagine for a moment the President of the United States taking the Oval Office garbage out to the 
curb every morning. Imagine CEOs of Fortune 500 companies regularly cleaning out the corporate 
boardrooms to begin a day of business offerings.  
 
Next to the pomp and circumstance of the sacrifices, the dumping of sacrificial waste seems to offer 
little of comparable worth. But it does force humility onto even the High Priest, and in this may lie the 
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highest form of service. As Rabbeinu Bahya (a Medieval commentator) suggests, the smallest act from 
a place of humility is greater than the largest act from a place of arrogance. 

 
Devar Acher (Response) by Rabbi Nicole Berne, edited for length  

Tzav instructs the priests in the correct removal of the ash on the altar left behind by the sacrifices 
that burn throughout the night. The new morning begins with this ritual cleaning up). These ashes are 
not thrown out. Rather, they are respectfully removed and taken to a place dedicated to housing 
these remains, which are understood in the context of their original purpose, as a holy sacrifice. 
 
The text does not explain what happens to either the ashes or the priest after the ashes are taken to 
the “pure place.” Presumably, the priest would go about his day, having made space on the altar for 
the sacrificial work to come. 

❖ Do you view the ash removal more as a sign of humility (like Rabbi Spratt) or more as a sacred task (like Rabbi 

Berne)? Why? 

❖ What does this Torah text teach us about the balance a leader should seek to strike between humility and 

elevation/dignity? 

❖ Have you had experiences that brought together humility and elevation/dignity? What was that like for you? 

 


