
 

 

Feb. 27, 2019 

 

Faith Communities for Bail Reform Advocacy Day  

Background Information 

As the result of a recent congregational listening campaign, and a clarion call from our Jewish 
values, our congregation is deeply committed to criminal and racial justice. We were part of a 
successful multi-faith coalition to raise the age of criminal responsibility in New York State in 
2017, and we are now focused on pre-trial justice, specifically bail reform. We are here today in 
Albany as volunteers and clergy, alongside people of many faiths who share the same values of 
justice and compassion and want to get meaningful bail reform and robust criminal justice 
reform accomplished in this legislative session. 
 
Summary 

We believe the time for meaningful bail reform is now.  Governor Cuomo has a bail reform 
proposal in his Executive Budget, the New York State Senate has proposed a bill, and we look 
forward to seeing the New York State Assembly proposal soon. New York legislators have a real 
and rare opportunity to make our criminal justice system more fair and humane right now.  

We are in Albany today urging our legislators to: 

• Eliminate cash bail 

• Dramatically and safely reduce the number of people in jail 

• Guarantee pre-trial liberty for as many people as possible, under the least restrictive 
supervision as possible 

• And ensure robust due process for those who are eligible for pre-trial detention 

Reducing mass incarceration in New York State is a nonpartisan, human rights issue that will 
increase public safety, reduce taxpayer costs, and uphold our country’s sacred commitment to 
the presumption of innocence. 

Jewish Tradition 

Our Jewish tradition teaches us (Book of Proverbs 22:22): “Do not rob the poor person just 
because he is poor, and do not crush the poor at the gate of the court.” Our Jewish values teach 
us that when we find that a current law, or its execution, is stacked against those who have less 
and against people of color, we must not look away. We are called to stand with our brothers 
and sisters to take action to repair this injustice, and to help raise up those who are crushed in 
the gates of the court – this is just such an urgent moment.  

 

 



 
 

The Scope of Pretrial Incarceration 

We want to tell you a bit more about the problem across our State. 

• Over the course of 2016, about 45,000 people accused of only misdemeanors or non-
violent felonies were in jail because they couldn’t pay bail.1  
 

• Many of the people accused of crimes in our State are legally innocent: about 45% of 
people charged with misdemeanors and 33% of people charged with felonies in 2017 were not 
convicted.2 And all people, prior to their trial, are presumed innocent. 
 

• Many of the people are in jail not because they are a safety risk to the community but 
only because they are poor. Even when bail is set in amounts as low as $500 or $1,000, many 
people can’t afford to pay it. 
 

The Impact of Pretrial Incarceration 

Human Rights. While in jail, people can and do lose their jobs and their homes, and have their 
children taken away. Families should not have to suffer this way while a loved one awaits a trial 
behind bars because of what’s in their bank account. 

Public Safety: People are far more likely to plead guilty if they are in jail just to get out of jail.3 
This means that the person who actually committed the crime remains on the street. And the 
people who pled guilty now have a criminal record that will follow them everywhere. 

Cost: New York taxpayers spend millions of dollars every year to keep people who are not a 
public safety threat in jail. $250,000 is the price of jailing someone for a year in New York City.4 

The bottom line is no one should be sitting in jail simply because they are poor. And no one 
should be sitting in jail before trial or released with an ankle bracelet or having to check in with 

                                                           
1 Michael Green, Executive Deputy Commissioner, NYS Division of Criminal Justice Services, in a presentation to the 
New York State Bar Association on Jan. 24, 2018, provided a 2016 breakdown of this total of accused people in jail 
because they couldn’t pay bail within 5 days after being charged in court. 
https://www.law.com/newyorklawjournal/sites/newyorklawjournal/2018/01/24/questions-over-logistics-costs-of-
bail-reform-discussed-at-bar-association-panel/ 
 
2 NYS Division of Criminal Justice Services, https://www.criminaljustice.ny.gov/crimnet/ojsa/dispos/index.htm 
(2017). 
 
3 See, for example, https://www.law.upenn.edu/cf/faculty/research/details.cfm?research_id=14047; 
https://www.bja.gov/Publications/PleaBargainingResearchSummary.pdf . 
 
4 Jonathan Lippman, retired Chief Judge of the New York Court of Appeals (NY State’s highest court) and chairman 
of the Independent Commission on New York City Criminal Justice and Incarceration Reform, and Melissa Mark-
Viverito, the former Speaker of the New York City Council, wrote in a New York Times op-ed (Mar. 31, 2017), “The 
cost of jailing someone in New York City has ballooned to nearly $250,000 a year, roughly the cost of a four-year 
Ivy League degree.”  
 

https://www.law.com/newyorklawjournal/sites/newyorklawjournal/2018/01/24/questions-over-logistics-costs-of-bail-reform-discussed-at-bar-association-panel/
https://www.law.com/newyorklawjournal/sites/newyorklawjournal/2018/01/24/questions-over-logistics-costs-of-bail-reform-discussed-at-bar-association-panel/
https://www.criminaljustice.ny.gov/crimnet/ojsa/dispos/index.htm
https://www.law.upenn.edu/cf/faculty/research/details.cfm?research_id=14047
https://www.bja.gov/Publications/PleaBargainingResearchSummary.pdf


 
 

a court officer, unless there is a strong public safety reason demonstrated in a judicial hearing 
with robust due process. 

 

Principles We’re Asking Legislators to Consider 

Because of these facts, we seek to make our criminal justice system fairer and more humane. 
These are the principles we hope you will consider as you craft the best possible legislative 
solution. 

1. Eliminate cash bail  
2. Dramatically and safely reduce the number of people in jail 
3. Guarantee pre-trial liberty for as many people as possible, under the least restrictive 

supervision as possible 
4. And ensure robust due process for those who are eligible for pre-trial detention 

We respectfully request that you work with your colleagues in the Senate and the Assembly to 

ensure that robust and meaningful bail reform is passed in this legislative cycle.  


