
February 21, 2021  

The Honorable Mayor Bill de Blasio 

City Hall  

New York, NY 10007  

Dear Mayor de Blasio,  

As the coronavirus pandemic continues to drag on and the size of the food insecure population 

continues to grow from 1.2 million New Yorkers to 1.6 million New Yorkers, we must immediately do 

more to help those in desperate need of help to meet basic nutrition needs. We, members of Central 

Synagogue, a Reform Jewish congregation of over 2,600 New York families, are asking you to provide an 

additional $25 million dollars in emergency funding for food providers who have worked tirelessly 

throughout this pandemic to keep all New Yorkers safe and healthy.  

The challenges caused by COVID-19 were unprecedented, forcing sites to close, disrupting supply chains, 

causing shortages of staff and volunteers due to quarantine, and forcing pantries and SNAP enrollment 

programs to make significant changes in their operating procedures to meet new safety and social 

distancing protocols. With the help of emergency funding in 2020, countless organizations like City 

Meals on Wheels, The Met Council, and City Harvest were able to meet the challenges of the day.  

With unemployment double the U.S. average and more than three times higher than it was a year ago, 

New Yorkers’ food insecurity needs remain at unprecedented levels. But now, emergency city, state and 

federal funding have all ended as of December 31, creating an enormous gap. 

Simply put, many New Yorkers are not getting the food they desperately need. We urge you to earmark 

another $25 million for emergency food needs from now through June 2021, to be administered in a 

collaborative way again with the city and leaders of NYC’s network of soup kitchens and food pantries. 

Together, we can bring some measure of relief to hundreds of thousands of New Yorkers who don’t 

know from where their next meal will come.  

Thank you, 


