
 

Raising Our Voices in Hope: One Day 

Sometimes I lay under the moon  

and thank God I'm breathing 

Then I pray, "Don't take me soon,  

'cause I am here for a reason." 

 

Sometimes in my tears I drown 

But I never let it get me down 

So when negativity surrounds 

I know some day it'll all turn around, 

because... 

 

All my life I've been waiting for,  

I've been praying for,  

For the people to say 

That we don't wanna fight no more,  

there'll be no more wars 

and our children will play. 

 

One day . . .  

 

 

Benediction  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For We Were Once Strangers 
A Liturgy of Commitment and Hope 

 

 

 

Setting Our Intention 

Lo aleicha hamlacha 

ligmor; v’lo Atah 

ben chorin l’hivatel 

mimenah. 

ָלאָכה  לֹא ָעֶליָך ַהמְּ

לֹא ַאָתה ֹמר וְּ   ִלגְּ

ִהבֵָָּטל  ֶבן חֹוִרין לְּ

  ִמֶמָנה
 

It’s not up to me; it’s not up to you,  

to finish the work; there is so much to do. 

But it is up to us to make a start. 

The work can be done if we each do our 

part. 

 

Welcome (Rabbi Nicole Auerbach) 

 

Coming Together in Community 

What is one image or story from the border 

that caused you to come here tonight? 

What would you pray for to address it? 

 

Isaiah 58: What Does God Desire of Us? 

(Lucy Breidenthal) 

 

Reflection (Rev. Matthew Heyd) 

 



 

A Prayer for Our Country  

Every inch of America is sacred, from sea 

to shining sea. 

 

There is much to be done in our time, the 

sort of hard work on which God smiles 

because it is done for the sake of the 

dignity and well-being of all God’s 

creatures. 

 

Together, let us work to preserve and make 

manifest the values upon which our 

democracy was founded. 

 

The task of all people of faith is to call 

governing authorities to fulfill God’s purpose 

of bringing about justice, mercy, and peace. 

 

Individually and as a nation, may we heed 

our obligations to each other as we 

navigate the tensions of building a just 

society. 

 

Rather than a politics of divisiveness, may 

we move our country toward a politics of 

empathy. 

 

May we use our power well so we do great 

things for all God’s creatures, all those 

made in God’s image who yearn for an 

equal place at America’s table. 

 

If we do all this, may grace and peace be 

ours in abundance.  May we be a beacon 

and a blessing to the world. 

 

Leviticus 19: Loving the Stranger 

 

Reflection (Rabbi Hilly Haber) 

 

 

 

 

A Prayer for Those Held at Our Border 

Eternal God, who hears the cries of the 

afflicted: Open our ears and our hearts to 

the cries of our brothers and sisters who 

seek refuge among us.  

Allow your love and compassion to flow 

through us so that we may comfort and 

sustain them in this time of trial.  

Kindle the fire of justice in our hearts, O 

God.  Show us how to shine a light into the 

darkness, and give us the courage not to 

turn our eyes from the truth.   

Grant us the strength to pursue justice, and 

let us not yield until those who are suffering 

are redeemed.   

In this darkest hour, O God, let those who 

are without shelter, those who are living in 

fear and uncertainty, those who have been 

and are now experiencing injustice and 

oppression find comfort in your presence.   

Protect your children in the power of your 

goodness and guide us to right and faithful 

action on their behalf. 

We pray humbly; we pray expectantly.   

Amen. 
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