
PROPHETIC PERSPECTIVE   

 

TORAH BLESSING 

DISCUSSING THE SERMON: 

Source Texts: 

Rabbi Lorge describes two fundamental aspects of the prophetic perspective: recognizing structural 

inequalities and believing that it is possible to build a better society. The pandemic laid bare the flaws in 

our systems, and recovery from this difficult period requires that we address these abnormalities.   

Recognizing Moral Failures  

Rabbi Lorge lifts up the issues of food insecurity, healthcare mismanagement, and unsafe work 

environments. Although much has changed since biblical times, our prophets are similarly concerned 

with the mistreatment of the hungry, vulnerable, and poor.  

The prophet Amos delivers this warning of impending punishment for the exploitation of the poor.  

Amos 2:4-8 

(4) Thus said the LORD: For three transgressions of 
Judah, For four, I will not revoke it: Because they 
have spurned the Teaching of the LORD And have 
not observed His laws; They are beguiled by the 
delusions After which their fathers walked. (5) I will 
send down fire upon Judah, And it shall devour the 
fortresses of Jerusalem. (6) Thus said the LORD: For 
three transgressions of Israel, For four, I will not 
revoke it: Because they have sold for silver Those 
whose cause was just, And the needy for a pair of 
sandals. (7) [Ah,] you who trample the heads of the 
poor Into the dust of the ground, And make the 
humble walk a twisted course! Father and son go to 
the same girl, And thereby profane My holy name. 
(8) They recline by every altar On garments taken in 
pledge, And drink in the House of their God Wine 
bought with fines they imposed. 

ה ְוַעל־  י ְיהּוָדָ֔ ַ֣ ְשע  ה ַעל־ְשֹלָש֙ה פִּ ר ְיהָוָ֔ ה ָאַמַ֣ כ ֹּ֚

ה  ת ְיהָוָ֗ ם ֶאת־ּתֹוַרַ֣ ל־ָמֳאָסָ֞ ּנּו ַעַֽ יֶבֶ֑ א ֲאשִּ ה ל ַ֣ ַאְרָבָעָ֖

ם ֲאֶשר־הָ ְוֻחקָ  יֶהָ֔ ְזב  רּו ַוַיְתעּו֙ם כִּ א ָשָמָ֔ ְל֥כּו י֙ו ל ַ֣

ם׃  יֶהַֽ ם ַאֲחר   ֲאבֹוָתָ֖

ה ַאְרְמ֥נֹות  ה ְוָאְכָלָ֖ יהּוָדֶ֑ ַֽ ש בִּ ָ֖ י א  ְחּתִּ ַל֥ הְושִּ

ִָֽם׃ )פ(   ְירּוָשָלִַּֽ

ל ְוַעל־  ְשָרא ָ֔ י יִּ ַ֣ ְשע  ה ַעל־ְשֹלָש֙ה פִּ ר ְיהָוָ֔ ה ָאַמַ֣ וכ ֹּ֚

יֶבֶ֑  א ֲאשִּ ה ל ַ֣ יק  ַאְרָבָעָ֖ ֶס֙ף ַצדִָּ֔ ם ַבֶכ֙ ְכָרָ֤ ּנּו ַעל־מִּ

ֹון ַבעֲ  ם׃ ְוֶאְביָ֖ יִּ ֥בּור ַנֲעָלַֽ  

ֶרְך   ים ְוֶד֥ אש ַדלִָּ֔ ֶר֙ץ ְבר ַ֣ ים ַעל־ֲעַפר־ֶא֙ ָ֤ ֲאפִּ זַהש 

ַען   ה ְלַמ֥ ַּנֲעָרָ֔ ְלכּ֙ו ֶאל־ַהַֽ ַֽ יו י  יש ְוָאבִָּ֗ ַ֣ ּו ְואִּ ים ַיטֶ֑ ָ֖ ֲעָנוִּ

י׃  ַֽ ם ָקְדשִּ ֥ ל ֶאת־ש  ָ֖  ַחל 

ָ֤ין   ַח ְוי  ֶ֑ ְזב  ֶצל ָכל־מִּ ָ֖ ּו א  י֙ם ַיטָ֔ ים ֲחֻבלִּ ָ֤ חְוַעל־ְבָגדִּ

ם׃ ֲענּושִּ  יֶהַֽ ית ֱאֹלה  ָ֖ ּו ב  ְשּתָ֔ י֙ם יִּ  

 

The prophet Isaiah points to perversions of justice, especially against the most vulnerable. 

Isaiah 10:1-2 

(1) Ha! Those who write out evil writs And compose 
iniquitous documents, (2) To subvert the cause of 
the poor, To rob of their rights the needy of My 
people; That widows may be their spoil, And 
fatherless children their booty! 

ל  ים ָעָמָ֖ ֥ ְמַכְּתבִּ ֶון ּוַֽ י־ָאֶ֑ ְקק  ים חִּ ָ֖ ְקקִּ בּו׃ ֥הֹוי ַהח ַֽ ַֽ ּת  כִּ  

י  ֶ֑ ַ֣י ַעמִּ י  ט ֲענִּ ְשַפָ֖ ל מִּ ְגז ֹ֕ ים ְולִּ י֙ן ַדלִָּ֔ דִּ ֹות מִּ בְלַהטָ֤

ּזּו׃  ים ָיב ַֽ ָ֖ ם ְוֶאת־ְיתֹומִּ ֹות ַאְלָמנֹו֙ת ְשָלָלָ֔ ְהיָ֤  לִּ

 

SEEING STRUCTURAL FLAWS, BUILDING TOWARD A BETTER FUTURE 

TEXT STUDY 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

(a) Out of all the injustices outlined in the Amos and Isaiah texts, which strike you as most upsetting 

or problematic? Why? 

(b) In what ways does our current reality reflect the situation described in these excerpts? How 

does it differ? 

(c) Have you gained your own prophetic perspective this year? If so, what caused a shift in your 

perspective?  

(d) What social justice cause are you most passionate about? If you were in a prophetic role, how 

might you communicate about this cause to your listeners?  

Faith in the Future  

*We recommend that you choose either Option 1 or Option 2 for this part of the discussion*  

Option 1: 

As Rabbi Lorge reminds us, the prophet is not only focused on flaws; envisioning a brighter future is also 

an essential part of the job. These two texts are partially quoted at the start and end of the sermon: 

Zechariah 8:3-5 

(3) Thus said the LORD: I have returned to Zion, 
and I will dwell in Jerusalem. Jerusalem will be 
called the City of Faithfulness, and the mount of 
the LORD of Hosts the Holy Mount. (4) Thus said 
the LORD of Hosts: There shall yet be old men and 
women in the squares of Jerusalem, each with 
staff in hand because of their great age. 
(5) And the squares of the city shall be crowded 
with boys and girls playing in the squares. 

ֹוְך   י ְבתַ֣ ָ֖ ֹון ְוָשַכְנּתִּ יָ֔ י ֶאל־צִּ ְבּתִּ ה ַשֹּ֚ ר ְיהָוָ֔ ה ָאַמַ֣ כ ֹּ֚

ְקְרָאָ֤  ִּם ְונִּ ּוָשָלֶ֑ ת ְוַהר־ְיהָו֥ה  ְירַֽ ֱאֶמָ֔ יר־ָהַֽ ַ֣ ֙ם עִּ ִִַּ֙ ה ְירּוָשַל

ֶדש׃ )ס(  ר ַהק ַֽ ֹות ַה֥  ְצָבאָ֖

ֹות  נָ֔ ים ּוְזק  ַ֣ נִּ ְשבּ֙ו ְזק  ַֽ ד י  ֹות ע ָ֤ ה ָאַמ֙ר ְיהָוַ֣ה ְצָבאָ֔ דכ ָ֤

יש ִ֧ ִּם ְואִּ ֹות ְירּוָשָלֶ֑ בָ֖ ְרח  ים׃ בִּ ַֽ ב ָימִּ ר ֥ ֹו מ  ֹו ְבָידָ֖ ְשַעְנּתּ֛   מִּ

לְ  ָמַ֣ י֙ר יִּ ֹות ָהעִּ בָ֤ ים  הּוְרח  ָ֖ ֹות ְמַשֲחקִּ יָלדֶ֑ ַֽ ים וִּ ָ֖ ּו ְיָלדִּ אָ֔

יָה׃ )ס(  ֶתַֽ ב  ְרח ַֽ  בִּ
 

Isaiah 26:1-7 

(1) In that day, this song shall be sung In the land of 
Judah: Ours is a mighty city; He makes victory our 
inner and outer wall. (2) Open the gates, and let A 
righteous nation enter, [A nation] that keeps faith. (3) 
The confident mind You guard in safety, In safety 
because it trusts in You. (4) Trust in the LORD for ever 
and ever, For in Yah the LORD you have an 
everlasting Rock. (5) For He has brought low those 
who dwelt high up, Has humbled the secure city, 
Humbled it to the ground, Leveled it with the dust—
(6) To be trampled underfoot, By the feet of the 
needy, By the soles of the poor. (7) The path is level 
for the righteous man; O Just One, You make smooth 
the course of the righteous. 

ה  ֶרץ ְיהּוָדֶ֑ יר־ַהֶּזָ֖ה ְבֶאַ֣ ר ַהשִּ ּוא יּוַש֥ ֹום ַההָ֔ ַביַ֣

ל׃  ַֽ ית חֹו֥מֹות ָוח  ָ֖ ה ָישִּ נּו ְישּוָע֥ יר ָעז־ָלָ֔ ַ֣  עִּ

ים׃  ַֽ ר ֱאֻמנִּ ֥ מ  יק ש  ָ֖ א גֹוי־ַצדִּ ים ְוָיב ֥ ֶ֑ ּו ְשָערִּ ְתחָ֖  בפִּ

י ְבךָ֖  ֥ ֹום כִּ ֹום ׀ ָשלֶ֑ ר ָשלַ֣ צ ָ֖ ּוְך ּתִּ ֶַ֣צר ָסמָ֔ ּוַח׃ גי  ָבטַֽ  

ּור   ה צָ֖ י ְבָיַּ֣ה ְיהָוָ֔ ד כִֹּּ֚ י־ַעֶ֑ יהָוָ֖ה ֲעד  ְט֥חּו ַבַֽ דבִּ

ים׃  ַֽ  עֹוָלמִּ

ָּנה   יֶלָ֤ ה ַיְשפִּ ְשָגָבֶ֑ ְרָיָ֖ה נִּ ֹום קִּ י ָמרָ֔ ַ֣ ְשב  ַש֙ח י  י ה  ָ֤ הכִּ

ר׃  ָּנה ַעד־ָעָפַֽ יֶעָ֖ ֶרץ ַיגִּ יָלּ֙ה ַעד־ֶאָ֔  ַיְשפִּ

י ֥ י ַפֲעמ  ָ֖ י ָענִּ ֥ ֶגל ַרְגל  ָּנה ָרֶ֑ ְרְמֶסָ֖ ים׃  וּתִּ ַֽ ַדלִּ  

יק   ָ֖ ר ַמְעַג֥ל ַצדִּ ים ָיָשֹ֕ ֶ֑ יָשרִּ ַֽ יק מ  ָ֖ ַרח ַלַצדִּ זא ֥

ס׃  ַֽ  ְּתַפל 

 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

(a) In both of these texts, faith and God play a key role in the rebuilding of the city. What role, if 

any, does faith play in your own pursuit of social justice? 

(b) What do you make of Isaiah 26:5-6, the reversal of fortune for the rich and the poor? Does this 

align with your own vision of a just future, or do you envision something different?  

(c) If you were to write your own prophetic text to provide hope in the midst of this difficult time, 

what kind of future would you describe?  

Option 2: 

Prophets must have faith in the possibility of a brighter future alongside their unflinching recognition of 

current injustices. The tension between these two poles is found in the following text and its alternative 

interpretation: 

Psalm 37:25 

I have been young and am now old, but I have 
never seen a righteous man abandoned, or his 
children seeking bread. 

יק ֶנֱעָזֶ֑ב   ַ֣ י ַצדִּ יתִּ אִּ ל א־ָרָ֭ י ְוַֽ ְנּתִּ ַק֥ י ַגם־ָזָ֫ יתִּ ַנַָ֤ער ׀ ָהיִָּ֗

ֶחם׃  ֹו ְמַבֶקש־ָלַֽ ַזְרעָ֗  ְוְ֝

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

(a) This text is quoted in Birkat HaMazon, the blessing after meals, said three times daily by 

observant Jews. Why do you think this line was given such a prominent place? 

(b) Given that the Tanach has always acknowledged the needy among us, it is unlikely that this 

statement accurately described reality. What purpose is served by reciting this statement as 

though it were true? 

(c) How does this verse align with your own prophetic perspective? 

Alternative Reading of Psalm 37:25 by Rabbi Lawrence A. Hoffman: 

For years, the only way I could read [the blessing above] was to supply my own punctuation. Since 
classical Hebrew texts come unpunctuated, and supplying them with periods and commas is a 
modern innovation, it is sometimes possible to read lines differently from the way they appear in 
print. So I decided to read it as:  
 
“I have been young and now grown older, but I have not seen! There are righteous people abandoned 
by God, with their children seeking bread.”1 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

(a) What do you think of Rabbi Hoffman’s version of this blessing compared to the more standard 

reading? 

(b) Does this alternative reading reflect faith in the future? Why or why not?  

(c) How does this verse align with your own prophetic perspective?  

 
1 1 Lawrence A. Hoffman, The Way Into Jewish Prayer (New York: Jewish Lights 2004), 140. 
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