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| was thinking the other day about this thing called success!

the best that one can. Sure, there are little triumphs that | feel

successful about, like finishing a complicated project, seeing
the support and interest in our school grow, enjoying the stabil-
ity of staff who return year after year and observing the building
of friendships among the children and parents (I still have friends
from my own children’s nursery years). But is this what success is
all about?

I never really thought much about success, but more about doing

| suppose that feeling good about oneself is most important. Just
like enthusiasm, success can be contagious. When in a positive
environment others want to achieve and excel, including children.
And this is how the topic of success popped into my head. It is
because of a phone call from a former Nursery School child who
called to say hello. Clearly, her experience here was memorable
enough that she still thinks about her friends and teachers. She
has since moved out of the city, and called to tell us that she is
now an “expert reader” and wants to come back to read in her
old classroom. | think that | have figured out for me what success
is all about and how to measure it!

When | was growing up, spring was a big deal! One of my jobs
was to paint the white picket fence in our front yard; another was
to trim the beautiful yellow forsythia bushes with my father. But
there was another ritual that | remember vividly: going out to the
garden to check on the progress of our planted horseradish plant,
which would be displayed prominently on our Seder plate. Each
year after the horseradish root was used at the Seder, we rooted it
again for planting. We used that one root for as long | remember!

| find the memories of these rituals both comforting and important
with regard to early childhood. While many of you may not have
access to a garden, you do have opportunities to create memories
with your child. Take in the blossoming and reawakening of the
spring with your child. Save your child’s art work; hold on to the
Seder plate or afikomen bag made when s/he was three. Bringing
these items out at future holidays creates rituals, and what a thrill
for all to “walk down memory lane.”

As time and seasons march on and reveal inevitable changes, we
in the Nursery School are also feeling a change. When a director
leaves, we understand that there are concerns about continuity of
service. We have been blessed to have had Ann Obsatz as part of
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Dana and Steven Spencer,
big sister Alexandra (Green
Room) and big brother Dar-
ren, on the arrival of baby
sister, Naomi Jessica, on
November 3, 2010.

Karen and Steven Kay,
and big brother Noah (Red
Room), on the arrival of
baby brother Dean.
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JUDAISM ON THE SILVER SCREEN

Rabbi Michael S. Friedman

and film. Much has been written about Jews' role, first

in creating Hollywood and later in shaping the films that
Hollywood produced. In fact, many of the films that we think
of as classic American cinema were created by Jews. But a
film that is written, directed, acted or produced by Jews may
not necessarily be a Jewish film. Many have attempted to
define what makes a Jewish film. To me, a Jewish film is one
that attempts, in a deep and essential way, to explore what
it means to be Jewish. Thus | present just a few of my favorites
below. (Note: | have decided to exclude Holocaust films
from this list, because | consider them to be in a different category altogether.)

I have long been fascinated by the intersection of Judaism

Sunshine (1999)

A little-known but beautifully-made saga about a Hungarian-Jewish family. The
Sonnenscheins (“sunshine” in German) become a microcosm of the modern Jewish
experience, as the family encounters the whirling forces of modernity over the
course of several generations.

Crimes and Misdemeanors (1989)

Woody Allen had to show up somewhere on this list, didn‘t he? While Annie Hall
has some classic Jewish scenes, the deep Jewish exploration of the nature of
morality in Crimes and Misdemeanors makes it my choice.

A Serious Man (2009)

Jews delight in asking questions. This Coen brothers film asks the most important
ones of all: Why are we here? What is the nature of good and evil? Is there reward
and punishment? Does God care what we do?

Ushpizin (2005)

This list would not be complete without an Israeli film on it. One of my favorites is
Ushpizin, a redemptive tale of a barren couple who welcome mischievous “Sukkot
guests” into their home.

Of course, many excellent Jewish films were left off this list! And if you have a
particular favorite, | would love to hear about it. Email: Backpack@censyn.org

Livia D. Thompson, FTA
Senior Director

Daniel A. Nadelmann

s nagogue i Wendy Epstein
V 9 9 Director of Development Jessica Etra
123 East 55 Street Rabbi Peter J. Rubinstein Bqnni M. \;\ﬁ}'tfmmezker, RJE I;ar;g Kliigd'
t
New York, NY 10022 Cantor Angela W. Buchdahl irector of Lite o.ng earning ac .p ac i ors
2128385122 | Rabbi Maurice A. Salth Susan Alpert, Director of Denise Kleinman

backpack@censyn.org

2 BEYOND THE BACKPACK | MAY 2011

Rabbi Michael S. Friedman
Cantor Elizabeth K. Sacks

Early Childhood Education Contributor

Ann Obsatz, Associate Director
of Early Childhood Education

Danielle Freni
Director of Communication



BEYOND THE BACKPACK | MAY 2011 3




EIEE_ Q°1Y %

4 BEYOND THE BACKPACK | MAY 2011




208 @

BEYOND THE BACKPACK | MAY 2011 5




DOTION @

mRAEEEE B I’..I

i

Y
llilm!!l %
... = “’

Ty

6 BEYOND THE BACKPACK | MAY 2011




continued from cover

the Parenting Center and the Nursery School for the past fifteen
years. Ann is a gifted early childhood educator and skilled in
parent education. Those of us who have worked closely with her
admire her for the many qualities of leadership that she embodies:
her commitment to staff and parents, her everyday kindness, wise
counsel and good listening skills are a few of the many traits that
come naturally to Ann.

Please know that the Central Synagogue May Family Nursery School
is in the hands of good administrators and dedicated and experi-
enced teachers who are committed to the excellence of our nurtur-
ing and exceptional school. Our objective is for every child and every
parent to have a first school experience that prepares children well
for future educational experiences and has also given them a strong
Jewish identity.

Let's march into spring together full of strength and promise.

Lpr

B’shalom,

We are excited to offer this program
to our Nursery School families!

To start receiving Jewish bedtime
stories in the mail, enroll online:
www.centralsynagogue.org
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OFTEN HUMOROUS AND SOMETIMES EVEN TOUCHING, WE CHERISH EVERY WORD OUR CHILDREN SAY...

OURHERO

ANN OBSATZ
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his edition of the backpack is focused on Jewish heroes and

mentors. Though it may seem natural to look up to those in

movies or television, more often it is the people we are sur-
rounded by everyday that have the most impact in our life. It is with
great sadness that we must say good bye to a hero and mentor to the
families of Central Synagogue, Ann Obsatz. She has touched so many
children and parents’ lives with her open heart and nurturing demeanor.
We wish her the best of luck in her future endeavors and know she will

forever have an imprint on the walls of Central Synagogue.




