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WHO’S WHO 2013-2014 SCHOOL YEAR 

 
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

 Rabbi David Kalb, Director of Learning and Engagement (x4031) 

 Elana Paru, Director of Educational Administration (x3031) 

 
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FACULTY AND STAFF 
Deborah Morosohk, RJE, Religious School Director (x4032) 
Frank Corso, Education Department and Religious School Office Manager (x4033) 
Religious School Educators 

Erin Bouchard (x4038) 
Sean Carlin (x4036) 
Luanne Geffen (x4035) 
Joseph Gindi (x4040) 
Rebecca Huntting (x4046) 
Sarah Perlmeter (x4044) 
Amy Schilit (x4045) 
Lindsay Skokan (x4043) 
 
 

Part Time Teachers  
Arielle Herbert   Lee Kasper 
Rebecca Kasper  Arielle Mehraban 
Dan Rosen   Jackie Schreiber 
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CONTACT NUMBERS 
School Office 212.838.5122 x4033 
School Fax 212.486.1944 
Central Synagogue Religious School Website www.centralsynagogue.org/rs 
 
 
YOUTH PROGRAMMING 
Zach Rolf, Director of Youth Engagement and Outreach (x4039) 
 
 
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 
Cindy Grebow, Director of Early Childhood Education 
Sarah Koffler,  Assistant Director of Early Childhood Education 
Danielle Rodriguez, Early Childhood Department Coordinator 
 
 
ADULT EDUCATION 
Rabbi Lisa Rubin, Director of Adult Education and Conversion Studies 
Rabbi Marion Lev-Cohen, Rabbi for Community Engagement 
 
SENIOR LEADERSHIP 
Rabbi Peter Rubinstein  
Cantor Angela Warnick Buchdahl  
Rabbi Maurice (Mo) Salth  
Rabbi Michael Friedman  
Cantor Julia Katz 
Rabbi Ari Lorge 
Livia Thompson, Senior Director  
Rabbi David Kalb, Director of Learning and Engagement 
Daniel Nadelmann, Director of Development  
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MISSION STATEMENT 
(Created by our team of Religious School Educators in August, 2013) 

 
With passion, we nurture our learners’ positive sense of Jewish self so they may find relevancy and 

meaning in our tradition as they actively shape their unique Jewish journeys that speak to their 
mind, body, and spirit. 

 
 
LETTERS OF WELCOME 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

It’s a great pleasure to welcome you to the Sahra and William Lese Religious School of Central 
Synagogue.  Jewish learning is a central value of our congregation and we begin this year with 
renewed excitement and anticipation.  
 

A number of years ago we began a program using teachers who worked full-time for our 
congregation. This year we bring reinvigorated commitment, attention and intention to this 
program. In addition to teaching our students in grades K-9 and our teens, our full-time religious 
school educators will be working to enhance the curriculum and create meaningful programs for 
our families.  Our students will also be seeing more of our clergy and other members of our Senior 
Leadership team in the school.   We are also grateful to our returning full-time and part-time 
educators, and their dedication to our children and their families.  
 

Since we understand that our children learn the import of Jewish life by watching their parents’ 
involvement with Jewish life, we invite you to join us for our adult education classes.  Our Mitzvah 
Day program, on November 10th will provide many new opportunities for parents and children to 
volunteer together to engage in the work of tikkun olam, healing the world. Additionally, we hope 
that you will take time to read our educational bulletin, HaShiur (Learnings). 
 

We are all part of education and learning at Central Synagogue. So we look forward to sharing this 
journey with you and your families. 
 

With all good wishes, 
 
Rabbi Peter Rubinstein  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



   4 

Shalom Religious School Families, 
 
Welcome to the 2013-2014/5774 Religious School year.  My name is Rabbi David Kalb and I am 
the new Director of Learning and Engagement at Central Synagogue.  Our goal at the Religious 
School is for our students to love Judaism.  We strive to achieve this by making Judaism come 
alive through interesting, substantive, fun Jewish educational programming.  We also wish to help 
make Judaism relevant in their lives and to create a sense of community.  We want to empower 
them with the knowledge and tools to continue on a path of life-long Jewish learning.  We 
accomplish this by providing our students with stellar, engaging, and cool teachers, who are out-of-
the-box thinkers.   
 
We welcome new and returning friends to our program.  If you have any thoughts or questions you 
would like to share with me, please feel free to contact me. 
I think this is going to be a great year. 
 
Shalom, 
Rabbi David Kalb 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Families, 
 
Welcome to the 2013-2014 School year!   
 
Central Synagogue is a place for our children and their families to learn about Judaism and 
experience its many joys.  I am thrilled to be your Religious School Director leading a talented and 
enthusiastic team of educators to bring quality Jewish experiences to you and your children.  This 
handbook has been prepared as a reference and guide for all of our school programs.  Please 
read it carefully and save it as a reference throughout the coming school year.   
 
We hope that you, the parents, will take an active role in our program.  This handbook is filled with 
many opportunities in which you can participate, including Family programs, Shabbat Mishpachah 
services and dinners, Social Justice field trips and more.  Please read the eblast you will receive 
each week, visit our website (www.centralsynagogue.org), and discuss at home with your child 
issues raised at religious school.  If you would like to get involved in other ways, please let us 
know. 
 
Most importantly, stay in touch with us.  Come in and meet the teachers.  Ask us questions and 
give us your ideas.  Your child’s Jewish education is the result of a partnership between the school 
and the family.  We are looking forward to an exciting year ahead filled with learning, fun, and 
meaningful Jewish experiences!  
 
L’shalom, 
 
Deborah Morosohk, RJE 
Religious School Director 
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CURRICULUM AND PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

 
The Religious School curriculum is built around “Big Jewish Ideas”.  These are the enduring 
understandings that we feel are critical for our students to take with them throughout their Jewish 
lives.  Our students will, of course, master some facts, blessings, and customs, but our primary 
goal is for them to truly understand and embrace what it means to live as a Jew and these big 
ideas are the basis of that understanding.  
 
Shabbat Shelanu – 15 Shabbat mornings 9:00  – 11:15 am (For Grades K-2) 
A new program for families to experience together!  Starting this fall, families with children in 
Kindergarten – Second Grade are invited to join us for a festive song filled Shabbat morning 
service, bond with other families over a light nosh, and explore relevant Jewish themes during a 
dynamic learning session.  Parents will learn with our clergy while children delve into the same 
topics at their level with our Religious School educators.  This parallel approach will be coupled 
with shared learning opportunities where both parents and children will delve into learning 
together.  
 
Gan (Kindergarten) – Mondays 4:00 – 5:30 pm 
 
The Big Jewish Idea – My Jewish self is shaped by a developing understanding and belief in 
Jewish principles, the performance of Jewish rituals, and the celebration of Jewish 
holidays. 

Through exploration and celebration our youngest students will explore their Jewish selves and 
learn to love being Jewish!  Our Kindergarten students will explore holidays, the story of Creation 
and focus on the celebration of Shabbat. They will come to understand several commandments 
such as Tzedakah, honoring parents and hanging a mezuzah.  They will begin to explore their 
relationship with the State of Israel as a Jewish homeland and learn some basic Hebrew, such as 
greetings and the parts of the body.  Their prayer focus will be on the Shema and the Shabbat 
blessings. 
 

Family Program:   Monday, November 18, 2013 4:00 – 5:30 pm 
Shabbat Mishpachah Dinner:  Friday, April 25, 2014 7:30 pm 

 
 
Kitah Alef (1st Grade) – Mondays 4:00 – 5:30 pm 
 
The Big Jewish Idea – Judaism is a vital part of who I am, because it provides me with a 
framework to connect with other Jews as a kehilah, community, and make the world a better 
place through mitzvot, commandments. 
First graders will learn that being Jewish “counts”.  They will learn to count in Hebrew while 
exploring why Judaism is important (counts) in their lives.  Students will “count” Joseph and his 
brothers (12), and explore the stories of Kings David and Solomon.  They will learn colors and 
numbers in Hebrew and “travel” to places in Israel.  Their prayer focus will be on the 
Shehecheyanu and holiday blessings. 
 

Family Program:   Monday, January 13, 2014  4:00 – 5:30 
Shabbat Mishpachah Dinner:  Friday, April 25, 2014 7:30 pm 
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Kitah Bet (2nd Grade) – Thursdays 4:15 – 6:15 pm 
 
The Big Jewish Idea – Judaism teaches that all people are created b’tzelem elohim, in the 
image of God. Like God, each human life has infinite value and we must be mindful of this 
in all of our interactions. 
Second graders will approach all their learning through the lens of appreciating the holy in every 
human being. Highlighted Torah stories will include Creation, Cain and Abel, and the Tower of 
Babel.  In Hebrew they will learn the vocabulary for members of the family and body parts. Their 
prayer focus will be on the Barchu and Havdalah blessings. 
 

Family Program:   Thursday, March 6, 2014 4:15 – 6:15 pm 
Shabbat Mishpachah Dinner:  Friday, April 25, 2014 7:30 pm 
 

 
 
Kitah Gimel (3rd Grade) - Thursdays 4:15 – 6:15 pm 
 
The Big Jewish Idea – Performing mitzvot, commandments, makes us Jewish. It is up to us 
to learn them and to practice them in ways that make them meaningful. 
With their focus on doing what God commands us, third graders will learn about Mitzvot associated 
with holidays and Kibud Z’keynim (Honoring the Elderly).  Torah stories will include the stories of 
our matriarchs and patriarchs; life cycle covered will be Bar/Bat Mitzvah;  the prayer focus will be 
on Shabbat blessings. Third graders begin their study of the Hebrew language, learning to decode 
the Hebrew consonants and vowels and identifying key words. 
 

Family Program:   Thursday, May 15, 2014 4:15 – 6:15 pm 
Shabbat Mishpachah Dinner:  Friday, December 6, 2013  7:30 pm 
Family Sandwich Making:  Thursday, March 6, 2014  6:30 pm 
Social Justice Family Field Trip: November, 2013 
 
Youth Programming:  Sukkot Family Apple Picking Sunday, September 22 
    Ice Skating    Sunday, February 2 
    Matilda on Broadway  Sunday, April 6 
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Kitah Dalet (4th Grade) – Tuesdays 4:15 – 6:15 pm 
 
The Big Jewish Idea – The imperative to pursue tzedek, righteousness, continues to guide 
the Jewish people throughout time. 
Fourth graders will focus on Torah stories involving Noah and Moses who will be evaluated as 
examples of tzadikim (righteous people).  Life cycle covered will be Death and Mourning, and 
fourth graders will explore how the State of Israel is a force for justice in the world. The Mitzvah of 
feeding the hungry will be highlighted.  Hebrew studies continue as students improve their reading 
skills and focus on a variety of blessings and prayers. 
 

Family Program:   Tuesday, February 11, 2014 4:15 – 6:15 pm 
Derech Mitzvah Program: Saturday, November 2, 2013 9:00 am – 12:30 pm 
Shabbat Mishpachah Dinner:  Friday, October 25, 2013  7:30 pm 
Family Sandwich Making: Thursday, December 12, 2013 6:30 pm 
Social Justice Family Field Trip: April, 2014 
 
Youth Programming:  Sukkot Family Apple Picking Sunday, September 22 
    Dave and Busters   Sunday, December 1 
    Matilda on Broadway  Sunday, April 6 

 

  
Kitah Hey (5th Grade) – Mondays 4:15 – 6:15 pm 
 
The Big Jewish Idea – We are all part of the Jewish community; by actively participating and 
contributing, we can make it a kehilah kedoshah, a holy community. 
Fifth graders will approach their learning through the lens of our Jewish community and how they 
can be an important member.  The theme of community will also be evident as fifth graders explore 
the biblical prophets and Mitzvot such as guarding their speech and taking care of the earth.  Their 
studies of Israel will highlight the diversity of the Jewish communities in Israel and the life cycle 
events covered will be marriage and weddings.  Hebrew studies continue as students improve their 
reading skills and focus on the prayers of the Shema and its blessings and the Amidah section of 
the service. 
 

Family Program:   Monday, December 16, 2013 4:15 – 6:15 pm 
Brit B’nei Mitzvah Program: Saturday, March 1, 2014  3:30 – 5:30 pm 
Shabbat Mishpachah Dinner:  Friday, January 31, 2014  7:30 pm 
Family Sandwich Making: Thursday, February 13, 2014 6:30 pm 
Social Justice Family Field Trip:  May, 2014 
 
Youth Programming:  Sukkot Family Apple Picking Sunday, September 22 
    Ice Skating    Sunday, December 8 
    Bowlmor Lanes and Shul-In February 8-9 
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Kitah Vav (6th grade) – Wednesdays 4:30 – 6:30 pm 
 

The Big Jewish Idea – The acts of shamor v’zachor, observing and remembering, connect us 
with the Jewish collective memory and urge us to continue living meaningful Jewish lives. 

As sixth graders learn the importance of Jewish memory, they will study Jewish history in modern 
times, from anti-Semitism and emancipation in Europe, to the Holocaust and the founding of the 
state of Israel.  The life cycle event covered will be birth and naming, and the highlighted Mitzvah 
will be Talmud Torah, Jewish learning.  The power of Jewish memory and its effect on how we live 
vibrant Jewish lives today will be the focus.  Hebrew studies continue as students improve their 
reading skills and focus on the blessings of the Torah service. 

 

Family Program:   Wednesday, April 30, 2014  4:30 – 6:30 pm 
Masa Mitzvah Retreat:  Friday-Saturday, January 10-11, 2014 
Family Sandwich Making: Wednesday, November 6, 2013  6:30 pm 
Social Justice Family Field Trip:  October, 2013 
 
Youth Programming:  Sukkot Family Apple Picking   Sunday, September 22 
    Bowlmor Lanes and Shul-In   February 8-9 
    Lower East Side Food and Tour  Sunday, May 11 
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TEEN WEDNESDAYS! 

 
7th, 8th, and 9th Grades – Wednesdays 6:15 – 7:30 

All students begin together with a pizza dinner.   
Then each grade goes to their own sessions which include both core classes and electives. 

 
Kitah Zayin (7th grade)  
The Big Jewish Idea - American Judaism is a religion, culture, people, and belief system that 
allows room for a wide range of people and beliefs.  Understanding the diversity of 
American Jews will help us better understand ourselves as Reform Jews. 
 

Parent Workshop:  Wednesday, January 8, 2014 6:30 – 7:30 pm 
Family Sandwich Making: Thursday, October 3, 2013 6:30 pm 

 
 
Kitah Chet (8th grade)  
 
The Big Jewish Idea – The term “Jew by choice” is most often used to describe those who 
convert to Judaism. However, we can all be considered “Jews by choice” as we grow older 
and make individual choices about how we believe and observe. 
 

8th/9th Grades Retreat –   Friday – Sunday, October 4-6, 2013 
Family Sandwich Making:  Thursday, April 10, 2014 6:30 pm 
Youth Programming:  See Page 14 for  listing of programs and trips 

 
 
Kitah Tet (9th grade)  
 
The Big Jewish Idea - Classic Jewish texts and teachings provide a wealth of wisdom which 
we can use to make good choices in our lives today. 
 

8th/9th Grades Retreat –   Friday – Sunday, October 4-6, 2013 
Family Sandwich Making:  Thursday, April 10, 2014 6:30 pm 
Youth Programming:  See Page 14 for  listing of programs and trips 
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CONFIRMATION AND POST-CONFIRMATION 

 

Kitah Yud (10th grade) – Tuesdays 6:30 – 7:45 pm 

Taught by Rabbi Rubinstein, the Confirmation class is a very special experience.  Confirmation is a 
beautiful and inspiring ceremony when young men and women affirm their connection to God and 
the Jewish community.  The goals of our Confirmation class include encouraging students to 
engage in the search for religious meaning, struggle with the “unanswerable” questions, reflect and 
assess their essential Jewish beliefs, and strengthen their connection to Judaism and Jewish life. 
 

 Confirmation Retreat;   Friday – Saturday, November 22-23, 2013 
 Study Trip to Paris:  February 13-18, 2014 
 Consecration Service/Dinner: Friday, May 23 
 Confirmation Service:   Tuesday, June 3, 2014 
  

Youth Programming:  See Page 14 for listing of programs and trips 
 

 
 
11th and 12th Grades – Thursdays 6:30 – 8:00 pm (once a month) 
The opportunities for Jewish engagement and learning never end.  Even after Confirmation, our 
teens are encouraged to continue their studies in an informal and engaging environment. 
 

 Youth Programming: See Page 14 for listing of programs and trips 
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FAMILY PROGRAMMING 
 

Central Synagogue is committed to whole family involvement in our Religious School, as this 
allows parents to model and commit to lifelong learning, a message we strive to instill in our 
students. 
 

FAMILY PROGRAMS IN RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
 
There will be one family education program per year for each grade level during school hours.  
Parents and/or other adult family members are invited to join us for the session which will feature 
an interactive program enabling adults and children to learn together.  A member of the clergy will 
be participating with our families in each program.  Please make a note now of your scheduled 
date(s) and plan to join us. 
 
Kindergarten: Monday, November 18, 2013 4th Grade: Tuesday, February 11, 2014 
1st Grade:  Monday, January 13, 2014  5th Grade: Monday, December 16, 2013 
2nd Grade:  Thursday, March 6, 2014  6th Grade: Wednesday, April 30, 2014 
3rd Grade:  Thursday, May 15, 2014    
         
 

SHABBAT MISHPACHAH (Family Shabbat)  Shabbat Mishpachah is a Shabbat worship 
experience for families with children of Religious school age. Families gather for services in the 
main sanctuary together at 6pm on one of the Fridays listed below.  After Kabbalat Shabbat, a 
member of the clergy invites the children to go downstairs to the Pavilion with educators for a 
special worship experience designed for them, while the parents stay upstairs and participate in 
the regular Shabbat service.   The children participate in age-appropriate services which may 
include song, storytelling, and art projects.  The students return to the sanctuary near the 
conclusion of the service where they sing a concluding song from the bima. 
 
Shabbat Mishpachah Dates 2013-2014: 
 
Friday, October 25th  6:00 service – Shabbat Dinner for all families at 7:30 pm* 
Friday, December 6th  6:00 service – 3rd Grade Dinner at 7:30 pm* 
Friday, January 31st  6:00 service – 5th Grade Dinner at 7:30 pm* 
Friday, March 7th   6:00 service – Shabbat Dinner for all families* 
Friday, April 25th   6:00 service – Kindergarten/1st/2nd Grade Dinner at 7:30 * 
Friday, May 16th   6:00 service – 4th Grade Dinner at 7:30 * 
 
 
(*Dinners will require an RSVP and payment for dinner) 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE PROGRAMMING 
 
Mitzvah Day – Sunday, November 10th 
All families are invited to register and attend this congregation-wide opportunity to reach out to the 
greater community and improve the lives of others. 
 
Rise and Shine – Sundays throughout the year  (check the web site calendar for upcoming dates) 
Bring the warmth and support of Central to members of our extended community who are in need 
of friendship and hope. Various volunteer opportunities.  
 
Social Justice Field Trips – Families in Grades 3-6 will have the opportunity to go out into the 
community together to do Mitzvot that tie into their grade level curricula. 
 
 3rd Grade: November, 2013 
 4th Grade: April, 2014 
 5th Grade: May, 2014 
 6th Grade: October, 2013 
 
Sandwich Making -  
Approximately once a month Religious School families join together on a Thursday (or 
Wednesday) evening at 6:30 pm for making sandwiches which will be distributed the following 
morning at our breakfast program to those in need of food.  This is a great opportunity to join with 
other Central Synagogue families to do Tikkun Olam (Repair of the World). 
 
October 3rd   7th Grade Families   February 13th  5th Grade Families 
November 6th(wed)  6th Grade Families   March 6th   8th/9th Grade Families 
December 12th  4th Grade Families   April 10th            
January 16th   3rd Grade Families   May 21st (wed)    

 
 

 
HOLIDAY PROGRAMS 
 
Holidays almost always come with a great opportunity for families to celebrate together with their 
Central Synagogue community.  Please mark your calendars: 
 
Thursday, September 5th   Rosh HaShanah Family service at 3:30 pm (ticket required) 
Saturday, September 14th  Yom Kippur Family service at 9:00 am  (ticket required) 
Sunday, September 22nd   Sukkot Apple Picking (registration required) 
Wednesday, September 25th  Religious School Consecration at 5:00 pm 
Wednesday, September 25th Erev Simchat Torah Worship Service at 6:00 pm 
December 2nd – 4th    Chanukah Candle Lighting in the Lese Lobby 4:15 pm 
Thursday, March 13th   Purim Carnival and Spiel 
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BAR/BAT MITZVAH FAMILY PROGRAMS 
 
Preparing to become a Bar/Bat Mitzvah is a wonderful opportunity for families to interact and learn 
together.  Central Synagogue plans several family workshops for families to meet with each other, 
the clergy, and educators to prepare for this important life cycle event. 
 

 
Derech Mitzvah Program (4th grade families)   Saturday, November 2, 2013 
         9:00 am – 12:30 pm 
 
During this event, families attend a Shabbat morning service in the sanctuary and learn about the 
significance of b’nei mitzvah from their clergy and educators.Rather than mailing the assigned 
bar/bat mitzvah dates home, we have created this program in part, to emphasize the importance of 
this time in a child’s life, and to bring our families closer together.  
 

 
 
Brit B’nei Mitzvah Program (5th grade families)   Saturday, March 1, 2014 
         3:30 – 5:30 pm 
 
This is an opportunity for parents and students to come together with both the Religious School 
faculty and the clergy in a meaningful session dedicated to thinking about bar/bat mitzvah – what it 
means, why it matters and what are our commitments are as families to Jewish engagement and 
education throughout and following this process. 
 
 
 
 

Masa Mitzvah Retreat (6th grade families)  Friday-Saturday, January 10-11, 2014 
 
(Overnight retreat for families at a hotel) 
A special Shabbat experience has been designed specifically for sixth Grade students and their 
families. At this overnight, families will share in the celebration of Shabbat, together with our clergy 
and Religious School staff and faculty, and embark on the b’nei mitzvah experience as a 
community. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   14 

YOUTH PROGRAMMING 
 
Informal Youth Programming is the perfect complement to our Religious School program, creating 
a positive Jewish community in which to experience and learn.  All Religious School students, 
starting in third grade, are invited and encouraged to attend youth programs to engage more fully 
with their synagogue friends. 
 
3RD AND 4TH GRADE YOUTH PROGRAMMING 
Sukkot Family Apple Picking    Sunday, September 22  
Dave and Busters Chanukah Bash (4th Grade)  Sunday, December 1st 
Ice Skating (3rd Grade)     Sunday, February 2nd 
Matilda on Broadway     Sunday, April 6th  
 
 
5TH AND 6TH GRADES YOUTH PROGRAMMING 
Sukkot Family Apple Picking    Sunday, September 22 
Ice Skating (5th Grade)     Sunday, December 8 
Bowlmor Lanes and Shul-In     Saturday, Feb. 8 – Sunday, Feb. 9  
Lower East Side Food & Walking Tour (6th Grade) Sunday, May 11 
 
 
TEENS 
Teen Choir     All teens  
YK Teen Worship Experience  All teens Sat. Sept. 14 
My Name is Asher Lev   8th -12th  Sat. Aug. 31 
Simchat Torah Celebration   8th -12th  Thur. Sept. 26 
Apple Picking    8th -12th Sat. Sept. 28 
HUC Soup Kitchen    8th -12th Mon. Sept. 30 
Midnight Run     8th -12th Sat. Oct. 19 
Thanksgiving Hunger Banquet  8th -12th Thur. Nov. 21 
Dine in the Dark    8th -12th Sat. Jan. 25 
Ski Trip     8th -12th Sun. Feb. 2 
RAC L’Taken Seminar   9th -12th  Fri – Mon, Feb. 7-10  
Passover Seder Top Chef   8th -12th Sun. April 6 
Israel Trip     11th-12th  July 7-19 
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CELEBRATIONS! 
 
CONSECRATION 
 
In conjunction with the congregation’s celebration of Simchat Torah, we are proud to consecrate all 
students who are beginning Religious School for the first time.  It is a beautiful way to celebrate the 
beginning of your child’s formal Jewish education.  
 

Wednesday, September 25  at 5:00 pm  
 
 

BAR/BAT MITZVAH 
 
Becoming a Bar/Bat Mitzvah is a significant Jewish life cycle event.  The Bar or Bat Mitzvah marks 
an important step in the spiritual growth of a young Jewish person.  It indicates that the student has 
grown in Jewish knowledge and is ready, through further study, to acquire a more mature 
understanding of Judaism and to assume the responsibilities of Jewish life.  In the months leading 
up to Bar/Bat Mitzvah, students spend dedicated time practicing and preparing, both with tutors 
and their cantor, and independently at home. This enables them to take pride in their hard work 
and to share this accomplishment with their synagogue community, family, and friends.   
In order to celebrate becoming a Bar/Bat Mitzvah at Central Synagogue, four years of Jewish 
education are required, beginning by the third grade and students must be registered and 
participating in Religious School for the school year in which they become Bar/Bat Mitzvah.  Dates 
are assigned during the fourth grade year, and our education team and clergy work with each 
family to make the ceremony special and meaningful. 
 
CONFIRMATION 
 
Confirmation is a beautiful and inspiring ceremony when young men and women affirm their 
connection to God and the Jewish community.  The goals of our Confirmation class include 
encouraging students to engage in the search for religious meaning, struggle with the 
“unanswerable” questions, reflect and assess their essential Jewish beliefs, and strengthen their 
connection to the Judaism and Jewish life. 
 
Confirmation Service: Tuesday, June 3, 2014 
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SCHOOL POLICIES 
 

ALLERGY POLICY 
 
A child with a serious allergy can suffer a life-threatening, anaphylactic reaction by ingesting a food 
containing ingredients to which they are allergic.  Accordingly, food may only be brought into our 
classrooms or other Religious School space for snack, and holiday celebrations.  The contents of 
such foods must comply with the limitations set out in this Policy and the individualized instructions 
for safe practice in each classroom which will be disseminated by the Director to all staff members.   
Parents must be sensitive to and respectful of the needs of all of the children in their child’s class.  
We appreciate all Religious School parents’ understanding and compliance with these critically 
important guidelines.    
We are a peanut and tree nut sensitive school.  Please do not send any foods to school that 
contain peanuts or tree nuts including, but not limited to: peanuts, tree nuts, peanut butter, baked 
goods containing peanuts or tree nuts, and foods containing nut sauces or flavoring to be eaten in 
the classroom, or snacks anywhere else in the building—either before or after school.  Please 
check granola and similar snack bars.  Many include peanuts or tree nuts as ingredients.  While we 
make every effort to ensure no such nuts are present in the school, we remain a multi-use facility 
and cannot guarantee that children will not come in contact with peanut or tree nut residue inside 
the building.   
Allergies to other foods (including but not limited to eggs, dairy products, soy, seeds, fruits, or 
gluten) will be handled on a case-by-case basis in that child's classroom.  Certain restrictions may 
be placed on all the children in that classroom (in addition to the prohibition on peanuts and tree 
nuts described above).   
If your child needs an epi pen or other allergy related medication we need you to: 

- Make sure your child brings his/her epi pen or medication to religious school 

- Supply us with instructions for using the Epi Pen or other allergy related medication  
- Supply us with an Allergy Care Plan form which describes in detail the actions to be 

taken in the event of an allergic reaction. 
- Sign and submit to the Director the Written Medication Consent Form which includes 

a section giving our school your authorization to administer an epi pen or other 

allergy-related medication to your child. 

 
ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL 
 
The security and safety of everyone is our primary concern.  
Arrival: When students arrive for Religious School, they are greeted by members of the security 
team and faculty. Once students enter the building they may not leave until the end of the school 
day or until they are picked up by a parent or guardian.   
Dismissal: Parents and caregivers must come into the lobby to meet their children, and all 
students are dismissed from there. Students must be signed out by their teachers before they may 
leave the building. All teachers and members of the security team will be available to help facilitate 
dismissal and escort children to their appropriate buses.  
The dismissal section of the registration form lists the names and phone numbers of those 
permitted to pick up a child. No child will be dismissed to an adult who is not listed on his/her 
dismissal form. If there is an emergency or a change that needs to be made for a child’s dismissal, 
the office must receive that change in writing.  
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If you are in need of transportation to and from Religious School, you may contact Mario 
Lopez of Mario’s Transportation at 718.639.1516 or visit their 
websitehttp://www.mariostransportation.com/index2.ivnu.  
 
 
ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION 
 

Twice a year, in January and in June, we send home “descriptive reviews,” written reports for all of 
the students in Grades K-6. These reports are sent to you via email and can be seen as 
“snapshots” of the interaction between curriculum (what we hope to accomplish) and student 
learning (what we observe is actually happening.) We hope that you will use these reviews as an 
opportunity to talk with your child and your child’s teacher about our education program at Central 
Synagogue and your child’s progress.  Of course, we encourage you to reach out to your child’s 
teacher at any time if you have questions.   In addition, a variety of assessment and evaluative 
techniques are built into class lessons.  
 
 
ATTENDANCE 
 
The learning we do here at Religious School builds from week to week, therefore the experience 
will be more meaningful if students attend Religious School regularly.  Your child’s teacher will be 
in touch with you after absences to help keep your child up to date. 
 

 
BACKPACKS 
 

At the beginning of each day, students leave their backpacks in Lese Lobby and collect their things 
at dismissal. This makes movement easier, particularly up and down stairs between classes and 
programs, and eliminates inadvertent bumps and bruises in the hallways and crowded elevators. 
While we have security in the lobby, we are not responsible for your child’s belongings while they 
are here, so we discourage students from bringing expensive objects to school (phones, ipads, 
ipods,etc.)   
 
BEHAVIOR AND DISCIPLINE PHILOSOPHY 
 

Our school is one in which all individuals, whether students or staff, can expect to be treated fairly 
and with respect. All of our students are full participants in the creation of a positive learning 
environment. We expect our students to arrive ready to participate fully in class each week. If any 
student’s behavior interferes with another student’s ability to learn, our role is to guide the students 
to take responsibility for their actions and to support them in finding solutions that allow the 
learning to continue. The school considers parents valuable partners in all aspects of our program, 
ranging from homework support to teaching our children to be respectful and caring young Jewish 
people.  We will call you in the event there are issues we need to work on together. So too, please 
feel free to call us if your child has any feedback about school that you would like to share.  
A sense of security at all times is a pre-requisite for education; therefore physical violence is not 
tolerated under any circumstances. Our goal is for students to develop the skills to resolve 
interpersonal differences. We are committed to providing staff supervision and guidance that 
supports our students in resolving conflicts.  
 

http://www.mariostransportation.com/index2.ivnu
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B’NEI MITZVAH  

All b’nei mitzvah related scheduling, including tutoring, is organized through the Clergy study. All 

questions related to your child’s bar or bat mitzvah preparation, should be directed to Kristy 

Wesolowski, B’nei Mitzvah Coordinator at wesolowskik@censyn.org or 212-838-5122 x 1015.  

 
CELL PHONE POLICY 
 
Cell phones are NOT permitted to be used by students during Religious School; if they have one 
from earlier in the day, it must remain in their backpack in Lese Lobby. They become a distraction 
and therefore cannot be brought to class. Should you need to reach your child during school hours, 
you must contact the Religious School office.  
 
 
COMMUNICATION 
 

It is critical to the success of our work that we have good communication with all of our families, 
and we are committed to achieving this electronically and by phone to further our “greening” 
efforts. We will be sending weekly eblasts which will let you know what happened in school that 
week and any homework assigned. Links will be available to the web site which will have lots of 
important additional information.  Please make sure that we have your proper email on file and be 
sure to read the updates when you receive them so that you can follow at home with what is 
happening at religious school. 
 

FOOD POLICY 
 

A light snack will be available in Lese Lobby at 3:30 PM each week. Students may also bring a 
snack with them. Students who travel a long distance from their secular school and arrive late are 
advised to bring a small snack from home, preferably for the bus. Food should not be eaten in 
class. GLASS BOTTLES cannot be brought into the building--cans and plastic only. 
Please also remember that snacks may not contain pork, shellfish, or mixed milk and meat. 
Leavened products are not permissible during Passover.  
No nuts or snacks with nut ingredients are permitted.  
 
GIFTS 
 
Central Synagogue employees, including the teachers, are not allowed to receive cash or cash 
equivalent gifts and/or excessive gifts from congregants.  If you would like to express your 
appreciation to your child’s teacher, you may consider making a donation to the synagogue in 
his/her honor or giving him/her a modest, personal gift. 
 

SCHOOL CLOSINGS 
 

In the event of the possible closing of school due to snow or power issues, a decision will be made 
as early as possible and will be posted on the Religious School voicemail and Synagogue website. 
Emails will be sent and automated calls will be made to families when possible. 
 

 
 
 

mailto:wesolowskik@censyn.org
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SECURITY 
 

The entrance to the Community House has been completely redesigned to improve security for our 
children and ease congestion during drop off and dismissal.  The adult who will be dropping off or  
picking up your child from religious school must have a key fob to enter the building. Key fobs are 
prepared and issued by our security staff.  New fobs are available to new families; returning 
families should update their information on who will be picking up from Religious School as 
necessary. There will be a $25 fee for all lost key fobs. 
 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 
 

Students in grades 1-6 are expected to attend Shabbat services, and when they do so, they are 
asked to collect worship cards from the clergy or any member of the Religious School staff at 
kiddush following services. Children are required to hand these cards in to their teachers the 
following week at Religious School. Over the course of the year, children should collect the number 
of cards equivalent to their grade level. For example, a fifth-grader should collect five cards. 
(Worship cards will only be distributed at Shabbat services. They will not be available at holiday 
services). If a child is unable to obtain a card or loses it, parents may send a letter or e-mail to the 
child’s teacher indicating which service(s) the child attended.  

 

 

We are looking forward to an exciting school year ahead 

filled with Jewish learning and celebration.  

See you in September! 
 

 


